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ImmunizationCoverageinGreyBruce
GreyBrucehashighimmunizationcoverageratesaccordingtotheImmunization
CoverageReportforSchoolPupilsinOntario: 2017-18SchoolYearreleasedtoday.  
Highimmunizationratesareessentialtopreventoutbreaksofdiseasessuchas
measlesandmeningitis.  

For7yearolds, GreyBrucehasameaslesimmunizationcoveragerateof94.5%, well
abovetheprovincialaverageof87.6%. GreyBruce17yearoldshaveapertussis
whoopingcough) coveragerateof83.2% vs. Ontarioat72.1%.  Measlesandpertussis

alongwithmumps, rubella, tetanus, polio, diphtheria, meningitis, varicella (chickenpox)  
arerequiredimmunizationstoattendschoolinOntario.   

Thecoverageratesfor12yearoldsreceivingschool-basedimmunizationprogramsare
alsoaboveprovincialaverageswithmeningitis92.2% (vs. Ontario82.4%), HepatitisB
74.8% (vs. Ontario69.2%) andHumanPapillomavirus64.2% (vs. Ontario59.9%).  

TheGreyBruceHealthUnitandlocaldoctorshaveworkeddiligentlytoensurehigh
immunizationcoverageratesinourregion andthenum
saysGreyBruceMedicalOfficerofHealth, Dr. IanArra
tooutbreaks, suchasmeasles, thehighimmunizationratesserveuswellinprotecting
themajorityofchildreninourcommunity

ThereportidentifiesGreyBrucehavinganon-medicalexemptionratefor17yearolds
of3.8%, slightlyhigherthantheOntariorateof2.5%. Non-medicalexemptionsare
issuedtoparentswhoforreligiousorconscientiousreasons, choosenottovaccinate
theirchildren.  

heexemptionrateisofconcernandwearelookingatwaystoincreaseparental
confidenceintheimmunizationsystemasawhole. 
DiseasesProgramManager, SarahEllisAllparentswantthebestfortheirchildren.  
Parentswithconcernsaboutimmunizations, shouldspeaktotheirhealthcareprovider
oratrustedhealthcareprofessional.  

Ahealthierfutureforall.  
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Attachment:   
Immunizationcoveragerates17yearoldsGreyBruce
Schooladministeredimmunizationrates12yearoldsGreyBruce

FormoreInformation:  
SarahEllis, ChiefNursingOfficer
VaccinePreventableDiseasesProgram
GreyBruceHealthUnit
519-376-9420or1-800-263-3456ext. 1443
S.Ellis@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
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