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InternationalWomen’sDayCelebrationheldinpartnershipwith
Women’sHouseServingBruce & GreyandBusinesstoBrucewastoasuccess!  

Women’sHouseServingBruce & GreypartneredwiththeCountyofBruce’sBusinesstoBruceagainthisyeartobringanotherfun
rdandtouchingInternationalWoman’sDaycelebrationtothearea.  We, onceagain, hadasoldoutcrowdattheMarch3 event,  

whichwasheldattheLakeshoreRecreationCentreinPortElgin, andthecrowdswerethrilledwiththefood, thespeakerandallthe
activitiesthatwereplannedthroughouttheevening.  

Theeventisacelebration, andisalsooneofthemajorfundraisersforWomen’sHouse.  Thepurchaseofaticketprovidedguests
withsomegreatappetizersandadecadentdessertbuffet.  Fromthemomentguestswalkedinthedoor, theeveningwasfilledwith
funandentertainment.  Duringthefirstpartoftheeveningthedinofchatterintheroomcontinuedtoriseasguestsnetworked,  
noshed, andmadebidsattheSilentAuctiontables, finallyfindingtheirwaytotheirseats.  

Theformalpartoftheeveningbeganwithintroductionsandwelcomingwords, fromBusinesstoBruce, followedbyafewwords
fromdignitariesinattendance.  MichelleLamont, ofWomen’sHouse, welcomedWomen’sHouse’sBoardChairandChampion
SponsorSocietyofEnergyProfessionals’, SarahBeirnestosayafewwords, andthenthefunandinteractiveactivitiesbegan.  The
TriviaGameisalwaysafavourite, andthisyeardidnotdisappoint!  TheTriviaGamequestionsareaguardedsecret; onlyoneperson
knowsthequestions, andthat’sMichelleLamont.  Inasurprisingturnofevents, Women’sHouseServingBruce & Grey’sBoard
Chair, TracyPrimeauwontheGrandPrize, a $100valueAmazonAlexaEcho, donatedbyBrucePower, soshegenerouslydonated
theprizebacktoWomen’sHouse, sowecoulduseitforafuturefundraiser.  Thelaughterandgoodtimescontinuedasthecrowd
wasentertained, byourAuctioneer, PatO’Connor, astheygenerouslybidfor2LiveAuctionitems, donatedbyTheBestYou, with
locationsinbothKincardineandOwenSound.  TheBestYoualsoprovidedadonatedgifttoeveryoneinattendance, soeveryone
walkedawaywithsomething!    

ThenWomen’sHousemovedontoawardingtheannualWomanofDistinctionandYoungWomanofDistinctionAwardstosome
verydeservingrecipients. Wewerehonouredtohave6nominationsinourWomanofDistinctionawardcategoryand2inourYoung
WomanofDistinctionawardcategory.  OurnomineesfortheWomanofDistinctionawardwere: AlanaMurray, AnnaMorrison,  
ColleenTrask-Seaman, KathyFraser, AmyBrossandRuthMontgomery.  AndthenomineesfortheYoungWomanofDistinction
awardwereEdenBabbittandMorganRitchie.  Itwasaverydifficultdecisionbecauseallofthesewomencontributedsomuchto
ourcommunity, notonlysupportingwomenandyoungpeople, butfocusingonimprovingtheenvironment, education, supporting
thoselessprivilegedandadvocatingforsocialjustice, andrecognizingandsupportingourcommunity’sneedswithkindnessand
compassion.  

RuthMontgomerywasawardedwithour2020WomanofDistinctionaward.  Ruthbelievesthat “wehaveneverbeenso
connected, butyetwehaveneverfeltsoisolatedandaloneatthesametime.” So, sheworkstomakeconnectionsandbringwomen
together, tosupport, coachandmentorwomen, andshehasbeeninspirationaltomanyalongtheway.  Sheisanentrepreneurwho
makessocialenterpriseapriority, wholeadswomeninmanyareas, includingcamp-basedretreatsatCampMaven.  Throughher
MavenProject, shehasgivenwomenavoice, anopportunityforpersonaldevelopmentandischanginglivesforthebetter.  Her
nominator, KirbyProper, saysshe “createsasafespaceforthosearoundhertogetrealandgetvulnerable, andisatrue
inspiration”, andwe, atWomen’sHousecouldnotagreemore.    



OurYoungWomanofDistinctionawardwinner’snominator, MargaretVisser, saysthatourwinnerisa “talentedyoungwomanthat
shinesineverythingshedoes”.   Sheisverymusical, andanaccomplishedsingeranddancerinherownright, butalsoasateacherof
bothmusicanddance.  ShesetsthebarhighbyleadingandrepresentingouryoungcommunityasanAmbassadoroftheFairand
Vice-Presidentonschoolcouncil,  andusesherpositionstoadvocate, supportandeducateothers, andtobethevoiceforthoseless
fortunate, tomakethecommunityandtheworldabetterplace.  Our2020YoungWomanofDistinctionawardwasawardedto
MorganRitchie

Everyyear, wegiveout2AWARDS: ourWomanandourYoungWomanofDistinctionaward, butthisyearwewerestruckwitha
nominationthatmadeusre-thinkourcriteriaandhumbledusbeyondwords.  Thisnominationdidnotmeetonepartofourcriteria,  
yetshedeservedtobeaWomanofDistinctionawardwinner.  So, wecreatedthisone-timeaward, theInspiringWomanof
Distinction, forthisyearonly, foraonce-in-a-lifetimekindofpersonwhoinspiredsomanyinhershortlife.   

Thenominatorofthiswoman, TamiMacDonalddescribedthewinnerofourInspiringWomanofDistinctionaward: ….“withher
beautifulsmile, naturalcharisma, andunlimitedpositiveenergy, sheknewthatshecouldbethecatalystforotherstobecome
stronger, healthier, andmoreconfident”. Sheempoweredotherstodobetter, tobebetter, toenjoylife.  Hergoalwastoinspire
otherstobestrong, tolivelifetothefullesteveryday, tofollowtheirpassion, andrecognizetheirinnerstrength.  Sheknewthatif
youhavethecouragetakerisks, committoanewgoal (evenifitpushesyoubeyondyourcomfortzone), andstayfocused,  
ANYTHINGispossible. Throughherbusiness, andherpresenceandfollowingonsocialmedia, shesupportedsuchissuesasmental
health/anxiety, fairnessandequality, violenceagainstwomen, andcommunitysupportservices, suchasrecycling, findingmissing
persons, animalshelters/adoption, preservation, andconservation … shepostedinspirationalthings, like “Idon’tknowwhoneeds
tohearthis… butthisplanetneedsyoutogiveadamn”. “Aspiretobeagiverofinspiration, agiverofhope, agiveroflight, anda
giveroflove”. “Youcanandyouwill, becauseyou’reabadasslikethat”.  “It’sokaytobeabadassaslongasyou’regoinginthe
rightdirection”..…. Shewasdefinitelygoingintherightdirection.  But, unfortunatelyinAugustof2019therewasatragicaccident,  
andAmyBross’ lifeonthisearthcametoanend.  That’salittleover6monthsago.  ButAmyBross’ memoryandhermessagelives
onthroughherfamily, friendsandallthelivesshetouched.    

ShecouldnotbeatourInternationalWomen’sDayeventtoaccepttheaward, andsowecouldn’tgivehertheaward, basedonthe
criteriawehadoutlinedfortheaward.  So, we, atWomen’sHouse, chosetocreatethisone-timeawardtoawardposthumouslyto
herfamily, andheraunt, TamiMacDonald, alsohernominator, cameuptothepodium, withhardlyadryeyeintheaudience, to
acceptthisawardonbehalfofAmyandherfamily.   

Ourstrong, determinedkeynotespeaker, JamieMacMillan, sharedherstory, earningadmirationfromtheaudience.  Shespoke
aboutherstrugglesasastudent, asawoman, andinhereventualcareerchoice, asanironworker, averynon-traditionalcareer
choiceforawoman.   Shehadlotsofadviceandapositiveandencouragingmessage, liningupwithahermission: Engage, Educate
andEncouragethatcanbeseenrepeatedonherwebsite, KickAssCareers.org.  Assheworkstoencourage, mentorandguideyoung
womenintocareersinskilledtradesandtechnology, hermessagealsoincludedafocusoncreatinginclusiveandrespectfulwork
environmentsforeveryoneintheworkplaceregardlessofdifferences.  Sheadvocatesforbothmenandwomentoworktowards
creatingthispositiveenvironmentthroughherWorkplaceEqualityAwarenessRibboncampaign.    ShetravelsalloverNorth
Americainspiringyoungwomentoconsidernon-traditionalcareerchoices, hasthesupportofmanycorporationsintheskilledtrade
andtechnologyindustry, andalsoinspiredmanyintheaudience.  

Intheend, ourfundraisingeffortsattheeventwereverysuccessful, asweauctionedoffthe2LiveAuctionpackagesand35Silent
Auctionitems, andheldaTriviaGame, earningatotalofalittleover $2600.  Thewholeeveningwasanopportunitytocelebrate
howfartherightsofwomenhavecomeandtoalsothechancetosupportaworthycauseinourcommunity.  Women’sHousewas
fortunateenoughtohavesomewonderfuldonationsfromcommunitybusinessestowardstheSilentandLiveAuctionitems, andhas
alsohadsomeverygeneroussponsorshipsupportfromlocalbusinessesandcorporations:  



Duringtheevening’sevents, BusinesstoBruceannouncedthattheywillbeofferingtheproceedsfromtheeventticketsalesto
Women’sHouseServingBruce & Grey.  Wearesothankful, notonlyfortheirpartnershipinthisevent, butalsotheirgraciousoffer,  
andwilllookforwardtosharingthedetailswithoursupportersaswemoveintoournewfiscalyearinApril. “Ourunioninproducing
thiseventtogetherwithBusinesstoBruceistheepitomeofthisyear’stheme #eachforequal. “It’sbeenapleasureworkingtogether
withBusinesstoBrucetoplanthisevening”, saidMichelleLamont, CommunityandFundDevelopmentCoordinatorforWomen’s
HouseServingBruce & Grey.  TogetherWomen’sHouseandBusinesstoBrucehaveabalanceofuniquequalities, connectionsand
focusesthatcomplimenteachother, ANDsimilaritiesinprogramsinservicesthathelpwomentohavebetterlivesandgivethem
thetoolstofulfilltheirdreams.  


