
March26, 2020

SocialDistancingfrom Animals

Theonsetofspringandmorepeoplestayingathome, therehasbeenasignificant
increaseinhuman/animalinteractionsrequiringinvestigationbyPublicHealth.  

TheGreyBruceHealthUnitwouldliketoremindpeopletopractisesocialdistancing
withwildanimalsaswellaspeople. TheconcernisnotrelatedtoCOVID-19; inthis
caseitisbeingbittenorscratchedbyawildanimal.  

Theseanimalsareoftensleepy, maylookmalnourishedandarelikelytobelookingfor
foodaroundourhomesandgardens. AlthoughtheriskofrabiesinGreyBruceislow
theseinteractionsstillrequireinvestigation. Iftheanimalisnotavailablefortesting
vaccinemayberequired.   

InvestigationsandvaccinedispersalareplacinganadditionalstrainonPublicHealth
andhealthcareresourcesthatarealreadystretchedbytheCOVID-19response. 

PublicHealthisaskingforyourassistancetoreducethisadditionalburdenon
resourcesbyensuringthatyouleaveplentyofspacebetweenyourselfandwild
animals. Donotapproachwildanimalsunderanycircumstances.  

Formoreinformation:   

AndrewBarton
PublicHealthManager
GreyBruceHealthUnit
5193769420or18002633456ext1353
A.Barton@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
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