
Multi-MunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGroup

Thursday, January9, 2020at7:00p.m.  
ChesleyFireHall

st2111AveN., Chesley, Ontario

MINUTES
AmeetingoftheMultiMunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGroupwasheldonThursday,   
January9, 2020attheChesleyFireHall.    

ParticipatingMunicipalitiesPresent:  

Municipality NameofMembersinattendance
Arran-Elderslie DougBell, BillPalmer
BrocktonSteveAdams, PhilipEnglishman
ChatsworthScottMackey
GeorgianBluffs CarolBarfoot, CathyMooreCoburn
GreyHighlands PaulMcQueen, TomAllwood
Huron-KinlossDonMurray
Kincardine RandyRoppel
WestLincoln HaroldJonker

ParticipatingMunicipalitiesAbsent:  

CentralHuron
NorthernBrucePeninsula

ThefollowingmembersofStaffwerepresent:  
TeresaGowan Arran-Elderslie Secretary

Othersinattendancewere:  

WarrenHoward NorthPerth

1. ADOPTIONOFTHEAGENDA

Movedby:       TomAllwood
Secondedby:  CarolBarfoot

ThattheAgendafortheMulti-MunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGroupmeeting
ofJanuary9th, 2020bereceivedandadopted, asdistributedbytheRecording
Secretary.             

Carried

2. DECLARATIONOFPECUNIARYINTERESTS:  

NodisclosuresofpecuniaryinterestsweremadebytheCommittee.  
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2.a ElectionofChair

RandyRoppelwasnominatedbyPhilipEnglishman.  
RandyRoppeldeclinedthisnominationcitinghehasbeenchairfortwoyears
andwouldliketoseesomeoneelsebeappointedforChair.  

SteveAdamswasnominatedbyScottMackeysecondedbyRandyRoppel.  
SteveAdamsdeclinedthenominationforChaircitinghehadtoomanythings
onthego.  

PaulMcQueenwasnominatedbyPhilipEnglishman.  
PaulMcQueendeclinedthenominationcitingheisnowGreyCountyWarden
aswellasMayorofGreyHighlands, hehasalotgoingon.  

ScottMackeywasnominatedbyDonMurray.  
ScottMackeydeclinedthenomination.  

DonMurraywasnominatedbyCarolBarfootandsecondedbyScottMackey.  
DonMurrayacceptedthenomination.  

MotiontoclosenominationsmovedbyPaulMcQueen, secondedbyHarold
Jonker.  

TheCommitteevotedbyashowofhandstoappointDonMurrayasChairof
theCommitteefortheyear2020.  

ElectionofVice-Chair

SteveAdamswasnominatedbyStewartHalliday, secondedbyPhilip
Englishman.  

SteveAdamsacceptedthenomination.  

MotiontoclosenominationsmovedbyPhilipEnglishman, secondedbyTom
Allwood.  

TheCommitteevotedbyashowofhandstoappointSteveAdamsasVice- 
ChairoftheCommitteefortheyear2020.  

ThemeetingcontinuedwithDonMurrayasChairandSteveAdamsasVice- 
Chair.  

DonMurraythankedRandyRoppelforhisworkasChairoftheCommitteefor
thelasttwoyears.  
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3. APPROVALOFMINUTES

Movedby:  BillPalmer
Secondedby:   PaulMcQueen

ThattheMulti-MunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGroupadopttheminutesofthe
last Committee Meetingheld November14th, 2019, ascirculated andas
amendedonpages 6, 7and8withregardtoBillPalmer'scommentsand
SteveAdams' commentsandalsoonpages4, 6and9.  

Carried

4. DELEGATIONS

4.1Therewerenodelegationspresentatthismeeting.  

5. BUSINESSARISINGFROMTHEMINUTES

5.1 TheCommitteeisawaitingcommentfromMinisterWalkerandMinister
ThompsonfromtheirattendanceattheCommitteemeetingonNovember
14, 2019.    

PhilipEnglishmanhadraisedanissueattheNovember14thmeeting
regardinghydroratesforwhichhewanted anexplanationfromthe
Ministersandhehasnotreceivedaresponse.  SteveAdamssaidthatthe
meetingtheMinistersattendedwaspriortotheannouncementofthe
cancellationofcontracts.   

BillPalmercommentedthathehadsentapersonallettertoMinisterLisa
ThompsonandMinisterBillWalker (viatheirconstituencyoffices) on
December9thregardingthedecisionlettersentbyMinisterYurektothe
chairoftheNorthStormontcitizensgroupinwhichtheMinisterstatedhe
hadcancelledtheERTdecision, andthattheNationRiseturbineswould
notbepermittedtooperate (aspreviouslycirculatedtomembersofthe
MMWTWG) BillnotedhehadthankedtheMinistersfortheirpresentation
attheMMWTWGandhadheadedhisnote, "ThankYou - YouwereRight -  
ThingsAREDifferent."  

BillnotedthathehadreceivedaresponsefromLisaThompson's
constituencyofficeonDecember10thwhichstated "Lisarespondedand
askedthatIextendherappreciationtoyouforsendingalongyournote."  

TomAllwoodrequestedacopyoftheemailBillPalmerreceived.  Billsaid
hewillforwardthatemailtothemembers.  

ScottMackeysuggestingsendinganemailtoMinisterWalkerandMinister
ThompsontostatethattheCommitteeverymuchappreciatedtheir
attendanceatourmeetingonNovember14, 2019.  

Page3of9
Multi-MunicipalWindTurbines

WorkingGroupMeetingMinutes
January9, 2020



TherewasacommentthattheNDPaskedtheAuditorGeneraltoreview
thedecisiononcanceling oftheNationRiseprojectandthecost
associatedwiththecancellation.   

BillPalmernoted thattheAuditorGeneralsaidshewouldreviewthe
decision.  Billalsonotedthatsincetherequestforareviewcamefromthe
oppositionparty (NDP) thereviewwouldbeadifferenttypeofreview
thaniftherequestforanauditorreviewifitcamefromcabinet.  

PaulMcQueenmentionedthatsince2009whenthe GreenEnergyAct
cameintoexistence, theauditorshouldlookatthecostinthelast10
yearswithincreasedhydrorates. TheGEAprojectshavehugecosts in
infrastructure.  

BillPalmersuggested thattheMMWTWGsend anemailtotheAuditor
GeneraltoreviewthecostoftheGreenEnergyActwithregardtoPaul's
comments.  DonMurraysaidthatisagoodidea.  

BillPalmerwillputtogetheranemailforsignaturebytheChair, Don
Murray, tobesenttotheAuditorGeneralbyemailandbyregularmail.  

ScottMackeysaidit'sahugeuphillbattle.  There'stheclimatecrisisand
peoplearelookingtogreenenergytodealwithclimatechange. Weneed
tolookatcarbonfootprintoftheindustrialwindturbinescomparedtothe
amountofpowertheyprovide.  Howdowegetthatinformationtothe
masses?  Itseemslikeeveryadshowsawindturbine.  

SteveAdamssaidthepublic reallyneeds thefactsnotjustthefinancial
costbuttheeffectsonroads, birds, bats, andpeople. Considerthe
amountofcement, re-barandsteelthatisusedtobuildtheindustrial
windturbines.  Ninety-ninepercentofthepopulationarenotawareofthis
information.  

6. NEWBUSINESS

6.1 ReviewofStatementofOperationsfor2019preparedbytheTreasurerfor
theMunicipalityofArran-Elderslie.  DonMurraysaidthisStatementof
OperationslooksconfusingRevenue $4,400.00and -$400toBluewater?  

ScottMackeysaidsomethingisnotworkingout.  Theyarenotshowing
the $400.00membershipfees.  

DonMurraysaidwewilldeferthispartoftheAgendatonextmeetingand
wewillaskMarkDavisandBillPalmertotakeittotheMunicipalitytoget
thisStatementofOperationsamended.  
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6.2 Reviewof2020annualfeeforparticipatingmunicipalities.  TheChair, Don
Murray, saidthiswillbedeferredtothenextmeeting, pendingthe
amended2019StatementofOperations.  

HaroldJonkersaidthatitappears thatwehaveenoughmoneyinthe
accountthattheCommitteeiscomfortableinkeepingtheannual
membershipfeeremainat $400.00.  RandyRoppelsaidthatthereisno
reasontoincreasethemembershipfee.  Therateof $400.00peryearisa
gooddeal.  

Acommitteememberaskedwhatwilltheexcessfundbeusedfor?  The
Chairsaidinthepastwehaveusedtheexcessfundstopayforthebus
tourandthecosttogettheDVDsofthebustour.  TheChairsaidweare
veryluckytohaveBillPalmerandWarrenHowardworkingonitemsand
perhapswecouldspendsomeoftheexcessfundstobringotherspeakers
toaddresstheCommittee.  TheChairsaidthattheexcessfundscould
alsobeusedifonemembermunicipalityneedsassistancewithawind
turbineissue, wecouldusethosefundstohelp.  

ScottMackeysaidmaybeweshouldrevisitthematterofexcessfunds
eachNovembersotheCommitteecouldhaveadiscussioninNovember
whattheexcessfundswillbeusedfor.  

DougBellsaidthatmaybewecouldgettheTreasurer'sreporttwicea
year.  

TheChairsaidthattheannualinvoicesgetpaidbyJune, sofornowwe
willleavetheannualfeeat $400.00forthe2020year.  

TomAllwoodaskedtogetanewStatementofOperationsbeforewesend
theinvoicesouttomunicipalities.  

Movedby: PaulMcQueen
Secondedby: ScottMackey

ThattheMulti-MunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGroupfortheyear2020,  
sendoutinvoicestothemembermunicipalitiesfortheamountof $400.00
tobeincludedwithaStatementofOperationsfortheyearended
December31, 2019.  

Carried

6.3 ReviewofannualpaymenttotheChesleyFireDepartmentforrentalof
meetinghall.  TheCommitteehasinthepastpaidtheChesleyFire
Department anannualdonationof $500.00fortheuseofthefirehall
meetingroomtoholdourmeetings.    
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RandyRoppelsaidthatischeaprentforameetinghall, evenifwehave
onlysixmeetingsinayear.  ScottMackeysaidtheFireChiefdecides
wherethisdonationisapplied.  

Movedby: DougBell
Secondedby: CarolBarfoot

ThattheMulti-MunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGroupdonate $500.00
annualfee (toChesleyFireDepartment) foruseoftheChesleyFireHall
forpurposesofcommitteemeetingsinyear2020.  

Carried

6.4 ReviewofRecordingSecretary'swage.  Therewasadiscussiononthe
costoflivingandtherateofincreasesvariousmunicipalitiesare
consideringfortheirstafffortheyear2020.  

RandyRoppelsaidbecausetheCommitteeisundertheArran-Elderslie's
by-laws,  howmuchofanincreaseisArran-Elderslieconsideringfortheir
staff?  DougBellsaidthatweareusing1.7% increaseforArran-Elderslie
for2020.  

ScottMackeysaidtheannualmembershipratewas $400.00lastyear.  
Theannualmembershipafewyearsagowas $800.00.  Ifyoulookatany
increase, itshouldbeinlinewitheverymembershipmunicipality.  The
averageisbetween1.6% and2.0%  

Movedby: RandyRoppel
Secondedby:  ScottMackey

ThattheMulti-MunicipalWindTurbineWorkingGrouppayourRecording
Secretarya2% increaseinherwagefor2020.  

Carried

6.5 RandyRoppel, memberforKincardine, paidBillPalmertheannualstipend
of $2.00asaretainerforhisworkas aProfessionalEngineer and
submittingreportstotheCommittee.  TheChairthankedBillPalmerfor
allhisworkoverthelastyear.  

6.6 CancellationofNationRiseWindFarm IWT project.  WarrenHoward
briefedtheCommitteeontheDecisionbyMinisterJeffYurek, Ministerof
Environment, ConservationandParks, datedDecember 4, 2019.  The
appealwasbroadbasedandbasedonpublicinterestwhichhasresulted
inthecancellationoftheNationRiseWindFarmprojectbasedonthe
degreeofharmtothelocalbatspecies.  Currentlytheconstructionhas
stopped, buttheproponenthastherighttoappealtheDecisionuntil
February14, 2020.  
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WarrenmentionedthattheHuronCountyHealthUnitwindstudywas
goodbutdisappointingastherewereonly72participants, whichwastoo
smallofasampletoresultinanyfiniteconclusions.    

WarrenHowardmentionedthattheNorthKentIWTprojecthasawell
watersituation.  Thelocalpeopleareaccusingthewindfarmprojectof
destroyingwells.  TheProvincehasappointedanindependentcommission
tolookintotheissueandtoreportback.  Theindependentcommission
willbe testingwaterandlookingformetalsinthewater.  The
Governmentistakingactiononthis.  Currentlythelocalpeopleare
bringingintanksofwaterfordrinkingastheyarenotusingwellwater.   
Thecontinuouspiledrivingcontinuouslystirsupthewater.  Thereare20
housesthathavenowater.  Thereasonthatthereisathirdpartytesting
ofthewater, isthattheMinistryoftheEnvironmentisnottrustedbythe
people.  

6.7 MassivewindturbinecrashesinNewYorkfallingontoacar.  Thisstory
appearedonlineandwascirculatedtothemembers.   Onecommentwas
thatthewindturbinethatwaserectedonthetopofabuildingwasonlya
smallwindturbineandisnotthesamesizeastheIWTsinourarea.  

7.   FORINFORMATION

7.1 WarrenHowardaskediftherewereanymembersoftheCommittee
attendingtheROMA (RuralOntarioMunicipalAssociation) conference?  

RandyRoppelsaidthatthereisonemembergoingfromKincardine.  
DonMurraysaidthattheMayorofHuron-Kinlosswillbeattending.  

WarrenHowardmentionedthatiftherearenoquestionsraisedregarding
IWTs, thenitisconsiderednotanissue.  Therearesomequestionsthat
couldberaisedinthebearpit, suchaszoningby-laws, changing
regulationsandsetbacks.  

DonMurraysaidthathewasgoingtoattendtheconferencebutthatsince
Huron-Kinlossisworkingongetting anewhospitalinKincardine, he
wouldgetshotdownifheraisedanyIWTissues.  

HaroldJonkersaidthatheisnotgoingtotheconference, butthattheir
municipalityisalsoworkingongettinganewhospitalintheWestLincoln
area.  

SteveAdamsaskedHaroldJonkerhowlongdoesittakeforhimtoattend
theCommitteemeeting?  Haroldrepliedthatittakeshimthreehoursin
traveltime.  HaroldJonkersaidthatinWestLincoln theIWTs arethe
biggest, theyarehugeandabovethetreeline. Aroundhishomethere
are16lightsflashingatthetopoftheIWTs.  Therehasbeensomeissues
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regardingdustwhentheywerebeingbuilt.  Personally, Harolddoesn't
haveanyeffectsfromtheIWTs.    

HaroldJonkersaidthattheIWTsinBruceCountysoundlikeajetplane,  
buttheonesinWestLincolnarequiet, exceptwhentheconstructionis
goingon.  Theirmunicipalityaccepted $800,000infunds fromthewind
developersbuttheycanonlyspendthismoneyonreplacingtreesthat
theycutdown.  Allthedistributionlinesareabovegroundongalvanized
polesintheditches.  Thedistribution linesissuedistractedthepeople
fromtheIWTs.  Thereare77IWTsinWestLincoln.  Haroldsaidthattheir
areaismoredenselypopulatedthanthisareaandtheWestLincolnIWTs
havebeenupfor3or4years.  

BillPalmersaidthatheknowsofonefamilyinWestLincolnwhohadto
moveoutduetotheIWTs, thefamilywasalsoclosetothetransformer
station.  

HaroldJonkersaidhelivesacrossafieldfromanIWTandhehasnever
heardit.  OutsideHarold'sdoorhecancount20IWTs.    

8.  DATEANDLOCATIONOFNEXTCOMMITTEEMEETING

Thenext meeting date isscheduledforThursday, March12, 2020, at7:00
stp.m. attheChesleyFireHall, 2111Ave. N., ChesleyON N0G1L0.  

9. RESOLUTIONTOMOVEINTOCLOSEDSESSIONANDGENERALNATURE
THEREOF (includesappointedCouncillor(s) andcitizenappointee)  

NotRequired.  

10. RESOLUTIONTORECONVENEINOPENSESSION

NotRequired.  

11. ADOPTIONOFRECOMMENDATIONSARISINGFROMCLOSEDSESSION
ifany)  

None.  

12. ADJOURNMENT

Movedby:  PhilipEnglishman
Secondedby:  SteveAdams
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ThatthemeetingbeadjournedtothecalloftheChair.    
Themeetingwasadjournedat8:40p.m.  

Carried

OriginalSignedby OriginalSignedby

DonMurray, Chair TeresaGowan, RecordingSecretary
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