
February25, 2020

Re:  ItemforDiscussionÎMotionofSupportforBanofSingle-UseDisposableWipes

AtitsmeetingofJanuary23, 2020, theCounciloftheCorporationoftheTownofBracebridgeratifiedmotion
20-GC-032/033, regardingthesupportforbanofsingle-usedisposablewipes, asfollows:  

ÐWHEREASSingle-usewipesarea $6billionindustryandgrowing, andarenowbeing
advertisedasacleanalternativetotoiletpaperthatissafetoflush;   

ANDWHEREASSingle-usewipesaccumulateinthesewersystemandeventuallyclogthe
sanitarysewersystem, requiringsignificantadditionalrepairandmaintenance;   

ANDWHEREAStheMunicipalEnforcementSewerUseGroup (MESUG) estimatesnon- 
flushablematerialscause $250millioninannualrepairsacrossCanada;   

ANDWHEREASa2019studyreleasedbyRyersonUniversitytested101typesofsingle-use
disposablewipesandfoundthatallofthewipesfailedbasicrequirementsofflushableproducts;   

ANDWHEREASthereisnoonestandardforwhatthewordÐflushableÑmeans;   

ANDWHEREASthereisalackofpublicawarenessoftheimpactcausedbynon-flushable
wipesbeingflusheddowntoiletsandconsumereducationandoutreachcouldplayalargepart
inreducingtheimpact;   

ANDWHEREASSingle-usewipes, evenwhenproperlydisposedofaswaste, areaninefficient
andunsustainableuseofresourcesthatcontributesignificantlytoenvironmentaldegradation.  

NOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDTHATtheTownofBracebridgelobbytheProvincial
andFederalGovernmentstobansingle-usedisposablewipes;   

ANDTHATthisresolutionbeforwardedtotheRightHonourablePrimeMinisterofCanada; the
HonourablePremierofOntario; theMinisteroftheEnvironment, ConservationandParks; the
MinisterofMunicipalAffairsandHousing; theAssociationofMunicipalitiesofOntario (AMO);  
theLocalMembersofProvincialParliament; andallMunicipalitiesinOntario.  

ANDFURTHERTHATtheDistrictofMuskokaberequestedtoendorsetheresolutionandthe
banonsingle-usewipes.Ñ



InaccordancewithCouncilÓsdirectionIamforwardingyouacopyoftheassociatedmemorandumforyou
reference.  

PleasedonothesitatetocontactmeifIcanprovideanyadditionalclarificationinthisregard.  

Yourstruly,  

LoriMcDonald
DirectorofCorporateServices/Clerk


