
February11, 2020

DearMayorAnneEadie

Re: MunicipalAlcoholPolicyOptionstoMitigateAlcoholHarms

Recentprovincialregulatorychangesregardingthesale, service, andconsumptionofalcoholwill
impactthehealthandsafetyoflocalcommunities. Thesechangesincludethat: 

SpecialOccasionPermit (SOP) eventswillhaveextendedhoursforalcoholsales, willnotbe
requiredtoservefood, andareasofalcoholservicewillnothavetobeseparatedfromtherest
oftheevent; 

Municipalitiesnowhavetheauthoritytodesignatepublicspaces, suchasparksandbeaches,  
fortheconsumptionofalcoholthroughalocalby-law. 

Greateraccesstoalcoholisknowntoincreasealcoholconsumptionanditsassociatedharms. Itis
anticipatedthesechangeswillcreatedirectcoststomunicipalities, including: police, EMS, fire
services, andpropertydamage. Thesechangesarealsoanticipatedtoincreasemunicipalexposure
toliabilityparticularlyifdrinkinginpublicspacesispermitted.  

GreyBruceHealthUnitandtheOntarioPublicHealthAssociationrecommendthatmunicipalities
adopt, ataminimum, thefollowingprovisionstotheirMunicipalAlcoholPolicyinordertomitigatethe
harmsoftherecentprovincialregulatorychanges: 

Specifythetimespermittedforalcoholserviceandretainpreviouspermissibletimes. 

Maintainexistingminimumpricingrequirements.  

Requirethatfoodbemadeavailable (i.e. donotpermitalcohol-onlyevents). 

Requirethatdesignatedalcoholserviceandconsumptionareasbephysicallyseparatedfrom
non-designatedareas. 

Inthecomingmonths, publichealthstaffwillengagedirectlywithmunicipalitiestosupportMunicipal
AlcoholPolicyupdatesinaccordancewiththeaboverecommendations. Shouldyouhaveany
questionsorconcerns, pleasedonothesitatetocontactSusanShular, InterimDirectorofOperations

ProgramDevelopmentatS.Shular@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Workingwithyoutocreatehealthyandsafecommunitiesforall,  

MitchTwolanDr. IanArra
Chair, BoardofHealthMedicalOfficerofHealthandCEO

Enclosed:  ManagingAlcoholatEventsonMunicipalProperty, OPHA (2019)  
GreyBruceMunicipalAlcoholPolicyTemplate, GBHU (2020) 

CC: SharonChambers, CAO
DonnaMacDougall, Clerk

Workingtogetherforahealthierfutureforall.. 
th10117StreetEast, OwenSound, Ontario N4K0A5www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

519-376-9420 1-800-263-3456 Fax519-376-0605


