
MediaRelease
FORIMMEDIATERELEASE – January31, 2020

EconomicDevelopmentmovesforwardinWestern
Ontario

Guelph, ON – TheWesternOntarioWardens’ CaucusispleasedtoannouncethereturnofKateBurns
GallagherastheExecutiveDirectorofEconomicDevelopmentforWesternOntario.    

InpartnershipwiththeWesternOntarioCommunityFutureDevelopmentCorporationAssociation
WOCFDCA) andtheWesternOntarioWardens’ Caucus, Ms. BurnsGallagherwillbeimplementingthe

actionsoutlinedintheEconomicDevelopmentStrategicPlan.    

Theplanunderlinestheregion’scommitmenttoworkingtogetherandspeakingwithoneunifiedvoice
oncriticaleconomicissuesinsouthwesternOntario, includingworkforceplanning, infrastructure
investment, sectorstrategies, marketingandpromotion.  

Katehasbeenanactivememberoftheeconomicdevelopmentindustryformorethanadecade.  She
hasdevelopedlastingandmeaningfulrelationshipswithintheindustryandhasbeenaninnovatorin
developingnewprogramsfortoday’seconomy.  Katewillbereturningtotherolethatshepreviously
heldin2018.  

Weareexcitedtocontinuetheregionaleconomicdevelopmentprogram.  FromEssextoSimcoe, we
allhavesimilareconomicconcernsandwelookforwardtoworkingcollaborativelytoaddressour
workforce, technologyandinfrastructurechallenges,” saidGeorgeBridge, ChairoftheWesternOntario
Wardens` CaucusEconomicDevelopmentCommittee.   

WeareveryexcitedaboutworkingwiththeWarden’snetworkofcountyandmunicipalpartnersto
cross-promoteprogramsincludingSOFII, ourSouthernOntarioFundforInvestmentinInnovation,  
wherewecanprovidefinancialsupportofupto $500,000andsometimesmore. Asalways, our22
CFDCswillcontinuetoinvestininnovativeruralbusinessesandwearelookingforwardtofurther
collaborationwiththeWOWCinbusinessdevelopmentopportunitiesacrossWesternOntario.” stated
AllanSimmChairoftheWesternOntarioCommunityFuturesAssociation.  

TheWesternOntarioWarden’sCaucus (WOWC) isanot-for-profitorganizationrepresenting15upper
andsingletiermunicipalitiesinSouthwesternOntario, representingmorethan3millionresidents. The
WOWCaimstoenhancetheprosperityandoverallwellbeingofruralandsmallurbancommunities
acrosstheregion. Formoreinformation, visitwww.wowc.ca.    
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