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AMOPolicyUpdate - Ontario Introduces
Bill5andRe-Introduces Homelessness

Encampments Bill, NewReportonTariffs
Impacting Municipal Construction Costs

Ontario Introduces Bill5 – ProtectOntariobyUnleashing ourEconomy
Act

OnApril17, theprovince introduced anomnibus billwhichproposes changes
related todevelopment approvals including:   

Allowing theprovince todesignate “special economic zones” including
geographic areas, “trusted proponents” orprojects thatwouldbeexempt
fromprovincial legislation andregulations, andfrommunicipal by-laws

Replace species-at-riskpermitting requirements witharegistration-first
approach thatwouldallowworktobegin immediately uponregistration

Allowtheprovince todirectenergyagencies toprohibit companies from
procurements basedoncountry-of-origin requirements

Streamline thearchaeological assessment andartifact protection process
fordevelopments where archaeological sitesarepresent

Streamline theprovince’sminepermitting process
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AMOisreviewing Bill5andconsulting withourmembers asweprepare to
bringthediscussion totheStanding Committee process. AMOisencouraged
thatMinister Leccecommitted toadhering torobustenvironmental
protections andtofulfilling theprovince’sobligations toIndigenous
communities.   

Forspecial economic zonestobesuccessful, it’svitalthat theyaredeveloped
inpartnership with localcommunities. Ontario’smunicipalities arecommitted
tosupporting proactive stepsthatstrengthen oureconomy. AMOunderstands
thateconomic prosperity istiedtosocial, cultural, andenvironmental
prosperity, andAMOisconfident thatprovincial officials andlegislators
understand thattoo.    

TradeandTariffs – NewReportontheImpacts ofTariffsonMunicipal
Construction Costs

AMOispleased toshareafinalreport fromOxford Economics analyzing the
projected impactoftariffsonmunicipal construction costs inOntario. This
reportsetsoutindetailwhichkindsofmunicipal capital projects aremost
likelytobeexposed todirect impacts fromtariffsbasedonthematerials they
useandhowheavily Ontario reliesonUSimports.   

Withthisreport, municipalities canbetter informCouncils’ decisions oncapital
projects, understand andexplain pricefluctuations, andsupport procurement
negotiations withvendors.   

Thereportestimates that:  

Tariff impacts willraisecapital expenditures forOntario municipalities by
anestimated $1.04billion, or2.0% inthenexttwoyears.   

Giventheirmajority shareoftotalcapital expenditure, impacts onroads
andnon-residential buildings account forhalfoftheoverall impact.    

Expenditure onconstructing building andinfrastructure assetswill
increase bybetween 1.4% and2.3% foreachasset type. Expenditure on
non-residential buildings isestimated toexperience thelargest relative
impact, at2.3%.   

Soon, AMOwillprovideatoolthatwedeveloped withOxford Economics.  
Thistoolgoesalongwiththereportandwillhelpmunicipalities estimate how
muchmorenewconstruction projects mightcostbecause oftariffs.  
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Homelessness Encampments BillRe-Introduced intheLegislature

Yesterday, thegovernment re-introduced thesameencampments legislation
thatwaspreviously tabledpriortotheprovincial election inDecember 2024.  
Thisisinkeeping withcampaign commitments andtheSpeech fromthe
Throne. Bill6, theSaferMunicipalities Act, 2025focuses onincreasing
enforcement aroundencampments andpublicdruguse.     

Bill6, ifpassedbythelegislature, would:   

Enact theRestrictingPublicConsumption ofIllegalSubstances Act,  
2025.   

Subject tospecified exemptions, theActwould prohibit theconsumption
ofanillegalsubstance inapublicplace. Apoliceofficeroraprescribed
provincial offences officermayissuedirections, ticketandarrestifthey
havereasonable grounds tobelieve thattheperson isconsuming an
illegalsubstance inapublicplace. Italsoestablishes finesofupto
10,000andimprisonment ofuptosixmonths.   

Makeamendments totheTrespasstoPropertyActthatwouldenhance
penalties forpeopleandestablishing uponconviction afineofupto
10,000. Itwouldalsoaddnewaggravating factorsofcontinuous

trespassing andthelikelihood ofreoffending.   

Theprovince alsohighlighted theirprevious fundingcommitments andother
measures announced in2024assisting municipalities toaddress
homelessness encampments.   

75.5million inprovincial andfederal funding forhousing and
homelessness supports, including $5.5million toincrease theCanada- 
Ontario Housing Benefit (COHB), $20million foremergency shelters and
temporary accommodation, and $50million forready-to-buildaffordable
housing projects.    

Additional requirements formunicipal service managers toreportbackto
theprovince onthenumberofindividuals moved fromencampments into
newaccommodations andtosubmit spending plansforHomelessness
Prevention Program funding forMMAH approval.   

AMOcontinues tocallforprovincial guidance thatclarifies municipal
enforcement powers around encampments. Thelackofshared understanding
ofmunicipal authorities across municipal Councils, policeservices, and
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community members hasledtodivisive localconfrontations andundermined
effective responses toencampments.   

Enforcement alonewillnoteffectively address encampments. While the
investments areagoodstart, serious investments andcoordinated actionon
transitional, supportive andcommunity housing, mental health, addictions and
socialservices, andincome support areneeded tomakerealprogress. For
moreinformation, seeAMO’sJanuary 2025Report: Municipalities Under
Pressure: TheHumanandFinancial CostofOntario’sHomelessness Crisis.     

Reminder – HealthSurvey Responses DueMay2!    

Responses toAMO’sHealth Survey thatwassenttoHeadsofCouncil and
Treasurers onApril15tharedueonMay2ndat5pm. Through thissurvey,  
AMOiscollecting dataonthespecific contributions municipalities aremaking
tohealthservices inyourcommunities. Survey datawillbecomplemented by
aseriesofvoluntary interviews withkeymunicipalities interested insharing
moredetailsabout their responses. Survey resultsandrelated advocacy
materials willbemadeavailable toallAMOmembers uponcompletion.       

Thesuccess oftheproject isdependent uponthegaining insights fromall
municipalities inOntario. Theparticipation ofyourmunicipality iscrucialand
appreciated. Ifyouoryourstaffhaveanyquestions aboutthesurveyorthe
timeline forcompletion, pleasecontact DanielaSpagnuolo, Policy Advisor
atdspagnuolo@amo.on.ca.  

ThisPolicyUpdateisalsoavailable toreadontheAMOWebsite.  

Disclaimer: TheAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario (AMO) isunable toprovide anywarranty regarding theaccuracy orcompleteness
ofthird-partysubmissions. Distribution ofthese itemsdoesnotimplyanendorsement oftheviews, information orservices mentioned.  
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