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AMOPolicyUpdate - Municipal
Governance Changes

Municipal CodesofConduct Legislation

AMOwelcomes thereintroduction oflegislation thatresponds tothesector’s
callsforcodifying andenforcing higher standards ofaccountability forelected
officials.   

Legislation waspromised threeyearsagofollowing anextensive public
consultation process thatconcluded inFall2021. Ifpassed andonce
regulations arefinalized, thislegislation will largelydeliveronthosepromises
by:   

enabling standardization ofthemunicipal codesofconduct andintegrity
commissioner investigation processes;   

creatingarolefortheIntegrity Commissioner ofOntario inmunicipal
codesofconduct andintegrity commissioner matters; and

establishing amechanism toremove anddisqualify fromofficemembers
ofcouncil andcertain localboards forthemostserious violations.   
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AMOwrotetoMinister Flack inearlyApril recommending someamendments
totheproposed legislation, specifically noting thattheconsensus threshold
fortheproposed removal fromofficeistoohighandprogressive penalties are
stillneeded.     

StrongMayorPowers

Theprovince hasproposed additional strongmayorpowers foranadditional
169municipalities. ThesewouldcomeintoeffectonMay1, 2025. The
extension oftheadditional authority isintended toassistwithdelivering on
provincial priorities, including buildingmorehomes, transitandinfrastructure
across Ontario.

Wehaveheard frommembers across theprovince withquestions about
thesenewpowers andhowmunicipalities canusethemresponsibly.    

Given thesepowers arenewandthattheMinistry isbestplaced tospeakto
theintention behind thesepowers, AMOalsowrotetoMinister Flack in
response tomember feedback encouraging theprovince toprovide resources
andtraining forthemunicipal sector, including elected officials, tohelpensure
effective implementation oftheprovincial strongmayorpowerframework.     

Asthemosttrustedorderofgovernment, AMOknowsmunicipalities canbe
countedontoexercise newpowers accountably andinthebest interests of

thepublicandthecommunitiestheyserve.
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