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AMOPolicyUpdate – Municipal Codesof
Conduct Legislation

Asthemosttrustedandtransparent levelofgovernment, accountability isa
corevalueofthemunicipal sector. Foryears, municipalities havecalledon
theprovince forbetter tools tocodifyandenforce higherstandards of
accountability forelected officials. These toolsareneeded toreinforce the
accountability ofthemunicipal sectorandtosupportasafeandrespectful
workenvironment formembers ofcouncil andformunicipal staff.  

Legislation waspromised threeyearsagofollowing anextensive public
consultation process thatconcluded infall2021. Ifpassedandonce
regulations arefinalized, thislegislation will largely deliveronthatpromiseby:  

enabling standardization ofmunicipal codesofconduct andintegrity
commissioner investigation processes;  

creatingarolefortheIntegrity Commissioner ofOntario inmunicipal
codesofconduct andintegrity commissioner matters; and

establishing amechanism toremove anddisqualify fromoffice
members ofcouncil andcertain localboards forthemostserious
violations.  
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AMOwelcomes thislegislation thatresponds towhatmunicipalities’ have
consistently requested. AMOwillreview thedetails inthebillandengage fully
inthelegislative process during thenext legislative session. Members should
beaware thatthebillwillnotbecome lawifthePremier callsanelection
before thebillpasses.  

Municipalcouncils inOntariohaveaskedforlegislation thatholdselected
officialstoahigherstandardofaccountability. Ifpassed, thisbillwoulddeliver
onensuringthat, asmembersofcouncil, wearelivinguptothetrustthat
residentsputinus. Wecommend MinisterCalandraforgettingtothispoint.”  

RobinJones, AMOPresident andMayorofWestport

Municipalgovernment isthemosttrusted, openandtransparentorderof
government. Thisbill, ifpassed, willhelpmunicipal councilsfulfiltheir
commitmentahigherstandardofaccountability, andtoaddresssituationsof
seriousmisconduct whentheyarise.”  – BrianRosborough, AMOExecutive
Director
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