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AMOPolicyUpdate – Pre-Budget
Submission, Advocacy onWater, Recent

BillsandBuilding Officials
AMO2025Pre-BudgetSubmission Preview

AMOunderstands thattheprovincial-municipal fiscal framework isbroken.  
Municipalities acrossOntario arefacing immense pressure thisbudget
season, largelycreated bygrowing costs inareasofprovincial jurisdiction.  
Foralmostayear, AMOhasbeencalling foraSocialandEconomic
Prosperity Review. Unfortunately, theprovincial government hasnotcometo
thetable. However, weknowtheproblem remains andweareevolving our
strategy.    

AMOsentaletter toallelected AMOmembers, CAOs, andTreasurers
highlighting thekeyelements ofourupcoming 2025pre-budget submission.  
Thatsubmission willbereleased inmid-January andwillcallforprovincial
action inthreekeyareas thatwouldsupport municipal fiscalsustainability and
improve qualityoflifeforOntarians:     

Long-termandpredictable provincial investments inmunicipal
infrastructure
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Reducing theprovince’sreliance onmunicipal property taxestofund
healthandsocialservices

Addressing therootcausesofhomelessness, building offanambitious
research projectonhomelessness thatAMOandkeypartners will
release inJanuary

Weknowoursector isstrongest whenspeaking withoneunifiedvoice. AMO
willbefollowing upinthecoming weekswithavarietyofcommunications
toolstosupport member’sparticipation inROMA delegations, andadvance
municipal fiscalsustainability andhomelessness priorities.    

1BillionLoanProgramforWaterSystems

Theprovince recently announced anewInfrastructure Ontario financing
program forwater infrastructure projects thatenable theconstruction ofmore
homes.    

Thisprogram willcomplement theexisting provincial infrastructure funding
programs thatAMOhasadvocated fortoachieve theprovince’sambitious
goalof1.5millionnewhomes by2031. Thisnewfinancial toolfor
municipalities offers thefollowing features:    

Flexible borrowing termswithdeferred interest payments during
construction

Longer debenture repayment termsofupto40years

Moreflexible repayment terms, and

Loweradministration costs

Applications willbeopeninearlyDecember andmoredetailsareavailable in
ashortnewsletter.    

OmnibusRedTapeReductionBill

Bill227, Cutting RedTape, Building Ontario Act, 2024wasintroduced on
November 20andincludes abroadrangeofproposals frommostministries.  
Those impacting municipalities themost include:   
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Anewallowance forminorerrorsonformsandchanges toprevent
delays indecision-makingcouldhelpreduce theLandlord andTenant
Boardbacklog

Providing creditagencies access toLandlord andTenant Board orders
related tomissed payments, whichcouldhelplandlords makemore
informed decisions aboutprospective tenants

Recent regulatory changes insupportofOntarioOneCallstreamlined
thededicated locatormodel forbroadband projects, potentially
speeding upimplementation andreducing costs. Inresponse to
feedback fromoursector, somemunicipal underground infrastructure
owners cannowconduct theirownlocates insteadofthebroadband
projectowner. Theprovince isseeking inputonimplementing these
changes

Proposals tostreamline thereleaseofOntario Heritage Trust lands
without heritage valueandtheapproval process forbrownfield
development couldhelpunlockmorelandfordevelopment. AMOhas
longadvocated fortheprovince toreview itsownprocesses and
approvals toenable development andwelcomes theseefficiencies

Manyotherproposals arehousekeeping amendments orhavenodirect
impactonthemunicipal sector.   

Thebillwasfast-tracked, bypassing publichearings. AMOwillbe
commenting onsomeelements ofthebillposted totheEnvironmental
Registry.     

Environmental Bill

Bill228, Resource Management andSafety Act, 2024, wasintroduced on
November 25including arangeofenvironmental proposals alongwitha
proposal tohelpattractmoresurveyors totheprofession insupportof
buildingsafeandaffordable housing options.   

AMOwillcomment onelements oftheBillposted invarious Environmental
Registry proposals, focusing on:   
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Changes thatcould impactmunicipalities’ activities inwildland fire
management andrequirenewresources. AMOwilladvocate forthe
province toabsorbanynewcosts

Commending theprovince fortakingactiononclimate change withits
proposal forcommercial carbon storage projects.  AMOwillsupport the
proposed municipal roleindecision-making fortheseprojects

Support forprotecting communities fromthehazards ofdeteriorating oil
andgaswells

Support forRemovingBarriers forQualifiedBuildingOfficials

AMOsupported thegovernment’sproposal tostreamline theprocess for
qualified Manitoba building officials toworkinNorthern Ontario inits
Environmental Registry comments. AMOalsocontinued toadvocate for
measures thatwillattract andretainbuilding officials toaddress theshortage
acrosstheprovince.   

ThispolicyupdateisalsoavailableonAMO'sWebsite.   
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