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AMOPolicyUpdate – Homelessness
Encampments Legislation

Latertoday, thegovernment willtablebillstointroduce theSafer
Municipalities ActandtheRestrictingPublicConsumption ofIllegal
SubstancesActthatfocusonincreasing enforcement around encampments
andpublicdruguse. AMOwillbeclosely reviewing thelegislation whenitis
tabled.    

Theprovince alsoannounced othermeasures intended toassist
municipalities toaddress homelessness encampments:  

75.5million inprovincial andfederal funding forhousing and
homelessness supports, including $5.5million toincrease theCanada- 
Ontario Housing Benefit (COHB), $20million foremergency shelters
andtemporary accommodation, and $50million forready-to-build
affordable housing projects.  

Additional requirements formunicipal service managers toreportback
totheprovince onthenumberofindividuals moved fromencampments
intonewaccommodations andtosubmit spending plansfor
Homelessness Prevention Program funding forMMAH approval.  
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AMOhascalled forprovincial guidance thatclarifies municipal enforcement
powers around encampments. Thelackofshared understanding ofmunicipal
authorities across municipal Councils, policeservices, andcommunity
members hasledtodivisive localconfrontations andundermined effective
responses toencampments.  

Enforcement alonewillnoteffectively address encampments. Onlyserious
investments andcoordinated actionontransitional, supportive and
community housing, mental health, addictions andsocialservices, and
incomesupports canaddress theimpacts ofdecades ofprovincial policy.  

AMOsharestheprovince’sperspective thatthe1400homeless
encampments acrossOntariomustbeaddressed. Municipalities appreciate
everydollarthattheprovinceputstowardshomelessness. Butmoreis
needed. Onlyprovincial investments inhousing, healthandsocialservices
cantrulyaddressencampments.” RobinJones, AMOPresident andMayorof
Westport

Encampments arenotajusticeorpolicingissue, theyareasocialsafetynet
issue. The1400homelessencampments inOntariotodayaretheresultof
decadesofprovincialunderinvestments inincomesecurity, mentalhealth
andaddictionsservices, anddeeplyaffordablehousing. Provincial leadership
andresourcesareneededtosolvethiscrisisthatisundermining Ontario’s
prosperityandqualityoflife.” BrianRosborough, AMOExecutive Director

More information aboutAMO’sposition isfoundinHomelessness
Encampments inOntario: AMunicipal Perspective.  
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