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AMOPolicyUpdate – AMO2025Pre- 
BudgetSubmission

AMOhasreleased its2025pre-budget submission highlighting how
municipalities arefocused onproviding thethings thatmatter mostto
Ontarians, including:  

building morehomes tosupport growthandmakehousing more
affordable;  
dealing withhomelessness andthedrugcrisistoimprove qualityof
lifeforeveryone; and,  
providing important coremunicipal services likepolicing andtransit
whilekeeping property taxgrowth toaminimum inthefaceof
ongoing costoflivingchallenges.  

Butdelivering onthesepriorities isimpossible withthecurrent provincial- 
municipal fiscalarrangements. Foroverayear, AMOandmorethan160
member councils havebeencalling ontheprovince forajointSocial and
Economic Prosperity Review withnoengagement todate. Theimpactofa
brokenprovincial-municipal fiscal framework isapparent inourcommunities,  
withimplications forhousing affordability, costofliving, andpublicsafety.   
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Municipalities urgently needtheprovince toreset fiscal fundamentals. To
address thegrowing threats toqualityoflifeacrossOntario, AMOurgesthe
provincial government tomakeconcrete commitments inthesekeyareas:  

1. Infrastructure funding forhousing andtheeconomy
2. Reduced provincial reliance onmunicipal subsidies
3. Fixingbroken provincial systems toaddress homelessness

AMOwillprovideapresentation outlining thisyear’spre-budget submission
ontheplenary stageatthe2025ROMA Conference.  

AMOSupports ChangestoBrownfields RulestoReduceBarriers
toDevelopment

AMOsubmitted comments toarecentEnvironmental Registry posting
regarding provincial rules forBrownfields development insupportofchanges
toregulatory requirements forbrownfields projects toreduce theneedfor
Records ofSiteCondition (RSC) incertain cases.   

Theproposal willeliminate theneedforRSCswhere therearenolegislative
requirements andwhereproposals arelow-risk, meaning theywouldhave
beenfiledwithaPhase-OneEnvironmental Phase Assessment (EPA). This
meansthatnopotentially contaminating activities orareasofpotential
environmental concern wereidentified forthatproperty.  

AMOsupports arisk-basedapproach toenvironmental safety requirements.  
Ontario’sambitious target tobuild1.5millionnewhomesoverthenextten
yearstohouseagrowing population requires closepublicandprivatesector
cooperation. Brownfields offervaluable properties thatcanberepurposed in
communities fornewresidential orotheruses. Changes toreduce redtape
andimprove development timelines whileensuring strongenvironmental
protections canhelpdeliverneeded development morequicklyand
affordably.   

AMO'sResponsetotheFixingLong-TermCareAct, 2021

AMOrecently sentaletter toMinister Kusendova-Bashta inresponse to
consultations ontheSupportforSeniorsandCaregivers Act, 2024.   

Theproposed changes included improved access todementia care,  
consistent withAMO’slongstanding askstoexpand emotion-focused care.  
However, theBill’senforcement andliability provisions raisepotential impacts
ofnewindividual liability provisions onlong-termcarestaffrecruitment, on
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liability forlong-termcarehomeBoardmembers, andtheremoval ofthe
reduction ofpenalties frommunicipal andothernon-profithomes. AMO
members arecommitted totheirrolesontheBoardsoflong-termcarehomes
andtothesafetyofresidents inmunicipal long-termcarehomes. Westrongly
encourage theprovincial government toreconsider thesechanges.   

ThispolicyupdateisalsoavailableonAMO'sWebsite.   

Disclaimer: TheAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario (AMO) isunable toprovide anywarranty regarding theaccuracy orcompleteness
ofthird-partysubmissions. Distribution ofthese itemsdoesnotimplyanendorsement oftheviews, information orservices mentioned.  
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