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AMOPolicyUpdate - Advancing Housing
Initiatives, Ontario’sAffordable Energy

FutureandSustainable OPPCosts
AMOKnowledgeExchangeonCommunity andSupportive
Housing

OnOctober 1stand2nd, AMOheldagathering ofover200municipal,  
Indigenous, andsector leaders toshareunderstandings, insights, andactions
toadvance andgrowOntario’scommunity andsupportive housing system.   

Municipalities fundmorethan $1billion insocial housingperyear, yetthe
needfordeeply affordable housing continues toriseacross theprovince. The
scaleofthisneedsurpasses thefiscalcapacityofmunicipalities toaddress
it.   

Housing isatoppriority inAMO’scalltotheprovince foraSocialand
Economic Prosperity Review. Thestability andsustainability ofmunicipal
governments arecritical toensuring that important municipal services
continue tosupport thequalityoflifeofresidents andtheeconomic andsocial
prosperity ofcommunities.   

1



AMOisworking hardtodrivechangeacrossOntario, andwearepleased that
somanymunicipalities joinedusatthis important eventandinourwork.   

Learnmoreabout thekeyoutcomes oftheKnowledge Exchange through
reading thesummary ofproceedings.    

ProvincialVisionforOntario’sEnergyFuture, andIntroduction
ofBill214, TheAffordableEnergyAct

LastweektheMinister ofEnergy andElectrification released Ontario’s
Affordable Energy Future, whichsetoutavisionformeeting risingelectricity
demand whilekeeping costsdownandreducing emissions. Electricity
demand isexpected toincrease by75% by2050. Keyelements ofthisvision
are:    

Meeting 2030emissions targetsbyinvesting inamixofenergysources
including nuclear, hydro, renewables, naturalgasandstorage
solutions
Developing anintegrated energy resource plantocoordinate planning
acrossallenergy partners, including municipalities
Modernizing localdistribution corporation (LDC) funding models to
support gridupgrades
Expanding energy efficiency programs tohelppeoplesavemoneyon
theirenergybills
Exporting electricity

Tobegin implementing thisenergy vision, theprovince hasintroduced Bill
214, TheAffordableEnergyAct. Thislegislation provides aframework for
advancing keypriorities suchasdeveloping anintegrated energyplan,  
prioritizing nuclear generation, andexpanding energy efficiency plans.    

Theprovince’svisionresponds toAMO’srecentcallsforaprovincial energy
planthatcommits todecarbonization andsetsoutapathformeeting
Ontario’sgrowing energyneeds. AMOwillcontinue toadvocate forthese
commitments andaplanthatensures residents andbusinesses haveaccess
toclean, reliable andaffordable energy.   

AMOAdvancesAdvocacyonAdditionalResidential Units

AMOsubmitted comments totheMinistry ofMunicipal AffairsandHousing on
aproposed regulation thatseekstoremove barriers toAdditional Residential
Units (ARUs) bylimiting somelocalzoningby-lawrequirements forARUs,  
suchasmaximum lotcoverage, etc. AMOsupports removing barriers to
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building newhousing solongasmunicipalities havetheappropriate toolsand
flexibility toresponsibly manage localgrowth. Atthesametime, weremain
concerned aboutthecumulative impactofcontinued changes toOntario’s
landuseplanning framework. AMO’scomments callontheprovince to
provide certainty somunicipalities andbuilderscanfocusondelivering new
housing insteadofcatching uptopolicychanges.    

OPPBilling

AMOhasheardongoing concerns frommembers related tosizeable
increases ontheirbillsfromtheOntario Provincial Police. Weunderstand that
theMinistry oftheSolicitor General andOntario Provincial Policehaveheard
theseconcerns andareinterested inworking withmunicipalities tomitigate
theirconcerns. AMOwillcontinue toworkwiththeprovincial government and
shareadditional information asitbecomes available.   

Province’s2024HousingForum

LastFriday, theMinister ofMunicipal AffairsandHousing brought together
community partners andmunicipal representatives todiscuss howOntario
canbestcontinue toworkcloselywithitspartners toremove barriers andget
morehomesbuilt faster. Theforumincluded presentations anddiscussion
components on:  

1. Housing-enabling infrastructure, focusing onmunicipal service
corporations andprivate communal sewage systems. AMOandits
members werestrongonthecriticalneedforprovincial andfederal
funding tobuildhousing-enabling infrastructure andhighlighted key
insights fromAMOandMFOA’sWater & Wastewater Municipal
Services Corporations Backgrounder.     

2. Anupdateonfactory-built (modular) housing indicating thatthe
province isdeveloping a “Factory-BuiltandInnovative Housing
Strategy.”   

Disclaimer: TheAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario (AMO) isunable toprovide anywarranty regarding theaccuracy orcompleteness
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