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AMOPolicyUpdate – NDPMotionon
Municipal FiscalSustainability, Mental

HealthandAddictions, Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure

NDPMotionCallingforaNewDealwithOntario’sMunicipalities

Yesterday, theNDPtabledamotioncallingontheprovincial government to
reachanewdealwithOntario municipalities toaddress downloaded
provincial costs inareassuchashousing andhealthcare.     

AMOwelcomes thisacknowledgement thatthecurrent provincial-municipal
fiscalframework doesnotsupport sustainable communities orthequalityof
lifeoftheirresidents. AMOhasbeencalling foraSocialandEconomic
Prosperity Review toupdate ourfiscal relationship. Municipalities needa
provincial partner thatwill:    

Sustainably invest inpublic infrastructure tosupportgrowth,  
improve transportation, andprepare fortheimpacts ofclimate change.   
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Reduce theprovince'scontinued reliance onmunicipal revenues
tofundprovincial programs, likehealthandsocialservices, so
municipal taxdollars cangotoward supporting thrivingcommunities.   

Takeactionontherootcausesofhomelessness through
investments inmental healthandaddictions programming and
improved income security thatallows people tokeeparoofovertheir
heads.   

Response toProvincialBikeLanesLegislation

Yesterday, AMO’sExecutive Director BrianRosborough presented remarks
tothelegislature highlighting concerns withBill212, theReducingGridlock,  
SavingYouTimeAct.      

AMOviewstheprovincial proposal toremove andblockbikelands inspecific
locations asmisguided andanineffective wayofaddressing congestion. The
development ofabalanced transportation network thatincludes abroadmix
ofroads, cyclingpaths, sidewalks, andpublic transitoptions isanexercise
bestlefttomunicipalities, basedontheirin-depthunderstanding ofmunicipal
infrastructure, community needs, andlong-termgrowthplans.       

AMOalsosubmitted writtencomments totheCommittee callingonthe
province toabandon theproposal.   

Bill223, SaferStreets, StrongerCommunitiesAct

Minister Kerzner tabledBill223, SaferStreets, StrongerCommunities Act,  
which includes previously announced changes tosupervised consumption
sitesinOntario. Thelegislation would:    

Prohibit anysupervised consumption sitefromoperating within200
metresofaschool, childcare centre, orEarlyON centre. Thischange
wouldclose10sitescurrently operating inOntario.    

Itwouldalsorequire municipalities toseekprovincial approval before
requesting federal approval orrenewal ofsupervised consumption site
orfunding forsafersupplyprograms. Thismeans thatsupervised
consumption sitesnotcurrently impacted bythe200mlimitcouldbe
impacted onceprovincial approval forrenewal isrequired.    
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Municipalities wouldalsorequire provincial approval topublicly support,  
including through by-lawsorresolutions, anyotherorganization seeking
toopenasupervised consumption siteorsafersupplyprogram.    

Asoutlined inAMO’sJulyReport, TheOpioidCrisis: aMunicipal
Perspective, tacklingaproblemascomplex astheopioidcrisisrequiresa
comprehensive approach, including harmreduction supports thatmakesense
forlocalcommunities. Municipalities – incollaboration withhealth, police, and
otherpartners – arebestpositioned todecidewhether supervised
consumption sitesarerightfortheircommunities.   

OntarioExpanding MentalHealthSupportsforPublicSafety
Personnel

Asemployers offirstresponders, municipalities arefacedwiththefinancial
obligations associated withwork-relatedmental health injuries. AMOwas
pleased toseea $32million investment throughanewMentalHealth
Supports forPublicSafetyPersonnel program andthecreation ofanAnti- 
StigmaStrategy forfirstresponders andpublicsafetypersonnel.    

Theprogram will includeawebportal toaccesscoreservices, access toa
24/7call-lineandother trauma-informed mentalhealthservices. Grants for
employers willalsobeprovided tohelpsubsidize thecostsoftheseadditional
programs andservices. Acallforapplications, invitingorganizations toapply
forfunding under thegrant, willberolledoutinearly2025.  

Proposed IntegratedEnergyPlanforOntario

AMOpresented tothelegislature insupportofBill214, AffordableEnergy
Act, thatmakesprogress onaplantogrowcleanandaffordable electricity
capacity inOntario. Keypriorities include:   

Urging totheprovince tocommit toa2050net-zeroemissions target;    

Endorsing community benefit agreements between municipalities and
energy proponents aspartofprocurement processes related to
generation, storage andtransmission projects;    

Ensuring thecostsandrisksofnewlastmileenergy infrastructure are
nottransferred tomunicipalities orlocaldistribution corporations.   
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AMOalsosubmitted comments supporting enhanced funding to
municipalities andlocaldistribution corporations (LDCs) toimplement local
energyefficiency measures.  

CyberSecurityandMFIPPA

AMOsubmitted comments totheStanding Committee onJustice Policyon
Bill194, Strengthening CyberSecurityandBuildingTrustinthePublicSector
Act. Thebillproposes changes thatwouldestablish acybersecurity
framework forbroader publicsectorentities including municipalities, school
boards, andhospitals.   

AMOhighlighted theneedtobalance strongdataandprivacyprotection with
theflexibility needed toallowmunicipalities toputsystems inplace, andact
quicklywhencyber-threatsareidentified. AMOalsocommented onthelong- 
standing needtoupdate MFIPPA, particularly around frivolous andvexatious
requests.   

ThispolicyupdateisalsoavailableonAMO'sWebsite.  
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