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AMOPolicyUpdate -  
Encampments andOpioidCrisis

Comprehensive ProvincialApproachNeededtoMakeTangible
ProgressonHomelessEncampments andtheOpioidCrisis

MunicipalitiesacrossOntariounderstandtheneedforurgentactionto
addressboththerisingnumberofhomelessencampmentsandthe
opioidcrisis. Therearemorethan1400encampmentsacrossthe
province. WecandobetterforourmostvulnerableOntariansandour
broadercommunities.    

Decadesofisolatedpolicydecisionsmadebysuccessiveprovincial
governmentshavecompoundedproblems. Morepeoplearefacing
incomeinsecurity. Healthcareandmentalhealthdemandsarenot
beingmet. Helpwithaddictionishardtoget. Affordablehousingis
desperatelyneededeverywhere.    

WeneedprovincialactionthatisgoingtohelptheOntarianswhoare
strugglingtodayandalsotackletherootcausesofhomelessnessso
thecrisisdoesnotcontinuetogrow.   
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Earlierthisyear, AMOreleasedtwopolicypaperscallingforprovincial
actionontheopioidcrisisandhomelessencampments. AMO
engagedwithmunicipalmembers, police, paramedics, andmental
healthandaddictionsandhousingexpertsoverthecourseofmonths
toidentifythesuiteofactionsneeded.     

Thisisacomplexproblemthatwon’tbesolvedbysimple, short-term
solutions. Weneedacomprehensiveapproach, including:    

Provincialguidancethatsupportsanappropriateandconsistent
approachtoencampmentsacrosstheprovince;  

Improvementstotheincomesecuritysystemthatleavetoo
manylivinginpoverty, andmorethan1millionpeopleinOntario
usingfoodbankslastyear;  

Significantinvestmentsindeeplyaffordablehousingand
supportivehousing;  

Long-term, sustainable, andsubstantialinvestmentinprevention
programs;  

Expandingaccesstovoluntaryandevidence-basedtreatment
withsame-dayaccessandscalingup24/7crisiscentres; and,   

Ensuringlocalsayontheharmreductionapproachesneeded
withinlocalcommunities.  

ThecurrentOntariogovernmentdidnotcreatethiscrisis, butithas
theresourcesandthewherewithaltotakethecomprehensiveactions
neededtosolveit. Municipalitiesarereadytoworktogetherwiththe
provincialgovernmenttotacklethissystemicproblem.     

ThispolicyupdateisalsoavailableonAMO'sWebsite.  

Disclaimer: TheAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario (AMO) isunable toprovide anywarranty regarding theaccuracy orcompleteness
ofthird-partysubmissions. Distribution ofthese itemsdoesnotimplyanendorsement oftheviews, information orservices mentioned.  
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