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AMOPolicyUpdate - Advocacy on
Transportation, EnergyandHousingPolicy
Responding toBill212: ReducingGridlock, SavingYouTime
Act

TheMinister ofTransportation tabledBill212: ReducingGridlock, SavingYou
TimeActthatproposes aseriesofchanges to:  

Expedite highway construction forHighway 413, Bradford Bypass,  
Garden CitySkyway Bridge (andfuturepotential priority highway
projects) including accelerating property acquisitions andfacilitating
24/7construction, among othermeasures
Createafasterenvironmental assessment process forHighway 413
andtheextensions ofHighways 410and427, andexempt certain
nearbyearlyworks
Require municipalities toreceive approval fromtheprovince before
installing newbikelanesthatwould result intheremovaloflanesfor
traffic
Freeze feesfordriver testing
MakeaTowZonePilotpermanent onfoursections of400-series
highways intheGTA
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Provide theMinisterofInfrastructure withtheability touseanexpedited
expropriations process forestablishing easements thatinternet service
providers require toinstallandbuildnewbroadband infrastructure

AMOwillsubmit comments andseektospeakatStanding Committee to
relaythechallenges someoftheBill’scomponents create formunicipalities.  
Asastart, AMOrecently outlined thatmunicipal expertise isbestpositioned
tomakedecisions onbikelanesandlocal transportation planning, andthese
proposed changes areanoverreach intomunicipal jurisdiction.      

Inaddition totheBill, thegovernment announced related proposals including
planstoconsult withmunicipalities onanewpothole fundforthe2025
construction season. Thisfundwouldhelpsmallmunicipalities maintain their
roads, whichareoftendifficult tofundduetolimited taxbases. AMOwill
collaborate withtheprovince onthedevelopment androlloutofthisnewfund.   

OntarioAnnounces NewElectricityDistribution Funding
Legislation

TheMinister ofEnergy andElectrification hasannounced planstointroduce
legislation thatwouldallowtheprovince toregulate electricity distribution
infrastructure costsfornewhomesandbusinesses. TheMinister hasalso
directed theOntario Energy Board (OEB) toimplement recommendations
fromitsHousing Connections ReportBacktotheMinister whichwasrecently
madepublic.    

Thisproposal wouldallowdistributors tospread thecostsofnew
infrastructure over40years insteadof25. Itwouldalsorequire theOEBto
reviewthecurrent practice ofcollecting upfront costs fromearlyconnectors
within thefirst fiveyearsandconveneatablewithmunicipalities, utilities, and
builders toexplore waystoreduce thecostsofnewconnections.   

Thisdirection alignswithAMO’sJunesubmission totheOEB, which
advocated foraseriesofprinciples toguidefunding modelchanges. In
particular, itadvances theprinciple offairness byensuring thattheupfront
costsofnewelectricity infrastructure arebalanced between existing andnew
residents.     

Advancing AdvocacyonEnergyProcurements

AMOhassenttheIESOcomments tosupport thedesignoftheupcoming
LT2Procurement process. Submissions forLT2projects areexpected tobe
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openfromDecember 2024toFall2025, andmunicipalities arelikelytobe
contacted byproponents seeking municipal support during thistime.     

Ouradvocacy stresses theimportance ofensuring municipalities have
support tomakesound localdecisions onenergy projects andencouraging
energy builders toengage earlyandoftenwithmunicipalities. Thisincludes
callingontheIESOtoensure LT2isclearonrequirements forproject location
including incentives forsitingonCrown landandinnorthern communities),  

agricultural protection, andIndigenous participation.    

AMOhasalsocalled forcommunity benefit agreements (CBAs) tobecomea
standard partofenergy procurements. Thiswould ensure municipalities
receive revenue tooffsetcoststoservice energyproject sites, andtohire
experts tosupport localenergyapprovals including energyorlegal
consultants.   

ImprovingOntario’sHousingData

Questions andconcerns persistonhowhousing targetsarebeingmeasured.  
AMOhasworked closelywiththeprovince, municipalities andtheCMHCto
improve datatomaximize municipal Building Faster Fundallocations this
year. Inarecent lettertoMinister Calandra, weurgedtheprovince tofix2024
allocations andcommit toimplementing advicefromthesectoronhowto
improve housing data.   

Disclaimer: TheAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario (AMO) isunable toprovide anywarranty regarding theaccuracy orcompleteness
ofthird-partysubmissions. Distribution ofthese itemsdoesnotimplyanendorsement oftheviews, information orservices mentioned.  
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