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AMOPolicyUpdate – Homelessness and
Opioids

MunicipalAssociationsareUnitedinCallingfor
ProvincialActiononHomelessness, MentalHealth
andAddictions

AlignedwithAMOadvocacyontheopioidcrisisandhomeless
encampments, Ontario’sBigCityMayors (OBCM) havecalledforthe
provincialgovernmenttoaddressthehumanitariancrisesof
homelessnessandmentalhealthandaddictionsintheirnew “Solve
theCrisis” campaign. AMOsupportsOBCM’scampaigntodraw
attentiontothiscrisis.     

Municipalitiesareonthefrontlinesofthesecomplexsocialandhealth
issues, butlacktheresources, toolsandexpertisetosolvethem. The
risingnumberofhomelessencampmentsandthehumantollofthe
opioidcrisisareasymptomofdeepersystemfailuresthathurt
Ontario'ssocialandeconomicprosperity.    

Complexmatterslikehomelessencampmentsandtheopioidcrisis
underscorethecriticalneedforaSocialandEconomicProsperity
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Review. Weneedamunicipalfiscalrelationshipthatsupportsthe
foundationsofastrongeconomy, sustainablecommunitiesand
qualityoflife.     

NationalSummitontheSubstanceUseCrisisin
SmallCitiesandTowns

Tofurtherthediscussionontheopioidcrisis, theCityofTimminsand
theCanadianCentreonSubstanceUseandAddiction (CCSA) have
partneredtolaunchamulti-eventinitiativetoaddresstheimpactof
thesubstanceusecrisisonsmallcitiesandtownsacrossCanada.  
ThefirsteventwillbeanationalsummitheldinTimminson
September5–7, 2024.   

TheeventwillbringtogetherMayorsandCouncilorsfrom
municipalitieswithpopulationsrangingfromapproximately50,000 –  
150,000residents. AMOwouldencouragememberstoattendand
gaininsightintopracticalsolutionstotheopioidcrisisimpacting
communitiesacrossOntarioandCanada.    

Foradditionalinformation, pleaseemailDr. JohnWeekes, CCSA
DirectorofKnowledgeMobilizationandStrategicPartnershipsat
jweekes@ccsa.ca.    
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