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AMOPolicyUpdate – Municipal
Infrastructure, Gender-BasedViolence and

Unlicensed EventSpaces
ProvinceAnnounces Housing-Enabling Infrastructure
Investments

Today, Ontario announced thatithasawarded $970million to54projects across 60
municipalities under theHousing-Enabling Water Systems Fund (HEWSF). Under
HEWSF, municipalities receive funding todevelop, repair, rehabilitate andexpand
drinking water, wastewater andstormwater infrastructure. PeelRegion’sfunding was
announced today, andotherapproved projects willbeannounced inthecoming
weeks.    

Theprovince alsoannounced anadditional $250million forasecond intakeofthe
program opening onAugust14. This includes thepreviously announced $120million
under theBuilding Faster Fundformunicipalities without provincial housing targets.  
HEWSF projects announced today included $456million tosupport 30projects in
small, ruralandnorthern municipalities without housing targets.    

Provincial investments inmunicipal infrastructure arecritical asmunicipalities’ planto
investover $250billion incapital overthenextdecade. Whilemunicipalities ownand
manage more infrastructure thanother levelsofgovernment combined, theyhave the
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fewest resources andtoolstofundcapital needs. Municipalities cannot doitaloneand
mustrelyonother levelsofgovernment.    

StandingCommittee Appearance onBill173, IntimatePartner
ViolenceEpidemicAct, 2024

OnJuly31st, AMO appeared before theStanding Committee onJustice Policy’sstudy
onBill173, Intimate Partner Violence Epidemic Act, 2024. TheBill, ifpassed, would
declare intimate partner violence anepidemic inOntario. Thiswould implement thefirst
recommendation oftheCulleton, Kuzyk & Warmerdam Inquest andfollow theleadof
AMOand93municipalities across theprovince inmaking thisdeclaration.  

Asoutlined inAMO’ssubmission, making thiscommitment concrete willrequire
coordinated provincial action toaddress rootcauses andimpacts onchildren, enhance
system supports andculturally appropriate responses, improve datacollection and
analysis, andsupport theimplementation ofCommunity Safety andWell-Being Plans.  
AMOisworking tosupport municipalities totakeaction against gender-based violence,  
focused ontraining forelected officials aswellaspartnership withOntario Native
Women’sAssociation andtheOntario Federation ofIndigenous Friendship Centres to
address violence against Indigenous women andgirls.   

Submission toStandingCommitteeonPolicyonLandUsefor
Unlicensed EventVenues

AMOsubmitted written comments totheStanding Committee onHeritage,  
Infrastructure, andCultural Policy tohighlight theneedtoretain localplanning authority
anddiscretion around eventvenues whilecalling ontheprovince formoreresources to
support enforcement.     

AMOalsohighlighted arelated issueonunlicensed trucking operations anddumping,  
urging theprovince toestablish astrong monitoring andenforcement regime.   

Disclaimer: TheAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario (AMO) isunable toprovide anywarranty regarding theaccuracy orcompleteness
ofthird-partysubmissions. Distribution ofthese itemsdoesnotimplyanendorsement oftheviews, information orservices mentioned.  

Association ofMunicipalities of Ontario

To unsubscribe, please| Opt Out

155 University Ave Suite 800 | Toronto, ONM5H 3B7 CA

2


