
VIA: Email

TheHonourable DougFord
Premier ofOntario
premier@ontario.ca

TheHonourable ToddSmith, M.P.P
Minister ofEnergy
Todd.Smithco@pc.ola.org

TheHonourable PeterBethlenfalvy, M.P.P
Minister ofFinance
Peter.Bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org

ColinBest
President ofAssociation ofMunicipalities ofOntario
amopresident@amo. on.ca

February 14, 2024

Subject: SupportfortheDecisionoftheOntarioEnergyBoardtoEndtheGas
PipelineSubsidy

DearPremier Ford, Ministers SmithandBethlenfalvy, andPresident Best,   

CityCouncil, atitsmeeting heldonFebruary 14, 2024, passed thefollowing resolution in
support forthedecision oftheOntario Energy Board toendtheGasPipeline Subsidy:  

WHEREAS, residents arestruggling withenergy billincreases andneedrelief;  

WHEREAS, natural gasisnolonger thecheapest waytoheathomes because
electric heatpumps arenowmuchmoreefficient, canprovide allheating needs
eveninthecoldclimates, andresult infarlowerenergy billsover thelongterm
compared togasheating;  

WHEREAS, natural gasismethane gas, which isafossil fuel thatcauses
approximately one-thirdofOntario'sGHGemissions, andmustbephased out
because itisinconsistent withallclimate targets, whileheatpumps result inthe
lowest GHGemissions andareconsistent withazero-carbon future;  

WHEREAS, theOntario Energy Board (“OEB”) decided toendasubsidy for
methane gaspipelines tobebuilt innewconstruction developments, effective 2025,  
finding thatthiswould lowerenergy bills forexisting gascustomers andimprove



ffordability fornewhomebuyers, butthisdecision isatriskofbeingoverturned by
theprovincial government;  

WHEREAS, theOEBdecision willhelplowerenergy billsandencourage heating
systems thatareconsistent withclimate targets andplans;  

WHEREAS, theconstruction ofnewmethane gaspipelines, whichhave60-year
lifetimes, should notbesubsidized because theyareinconsistent withtheCity’s
climate targets andwillresult inhigher carbon emissions, higher energy bills, higher
future decarbonization retrofit costs togetofffossil fuelheating, andacontinued
financial drainasdollars leave theprovince topayforfossil fuelsextracted inother
jurisdictions;  

WHEREAS, Hamilton CityCouncil declared aclimate emergency in2019;  

WHEREAS, transforming ourbuildings bysupporting actions that improve the
energy efficiency andGHGprofileofnewbuildings within theCityisoneof5low- 
carbon transformations fromReCharge Hamilton, theCity’sCommunity Energy and
Emissions Plan (CEEP); and

WHEREAS, theCityofHamilton isactively working tosupport thedecarbonization
ofheating andcooling systems inexisting andfuturebuilding stockwithin the
community, asdemonstrated bytheBetter Homes Hamilton Home Energy Retrofit
PilotProgram, whichwillprovide 0% interest loanstoupto50Hamilton
homeowners toenable themtotransition awayfromfossil-fuelpowered heating and
cooling equipment tolowcarbon airorground source heatpumpsystems.  

THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED:  

a) ThattheCityofHamilton expresses itssupport forthedecision oftheOntario
Energy Board toendthegaspipeline subsidy andrequests that theOntario
Government allow thedecision tostand; and

b) Thatthisresolution becirculated tothePresident ofAssociation ofMunicipalities
ofOntario, ColinBest; Premier ofOntario, DougFord; Minister ofEnergy, Todd
Smith; Minister ofFinance, PeterBethlenfalvy andallOntario Municipalities
requesting support fortheproposed changes.  

Sincerely,   

Andrea Horwath
Mayor
CC: AllOntario Municipalities (byemail)  


