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FactsMatter.  

RE: Opinion: ThefollyofOntario’snuclear powerplay, Feb7, 2024

Climate change isrealandweneedevery toolinthetoolbox supported byfacts

togrowourcleanenergy supply.  Herearethefacts, andtheymatter:  

Ontario’sexisting CANDU unitsproduce electricity atacost lowerthanthe

Ontario average andissecond lowest nexttohydroelectricity.  Thecostscited

intheglobepiecearecomplete conjecture andhavenobasis infact, andthe

fixation onup-frontcost ignores theindustry’srecent trackrecordof

refurbishing unitsatBruce andDarlington onbudget andaheadofschedule

thanks tostate-of-the-artinnovation andcontinuous learnings.   Noonestops

building hospitals, schools orbridges because youhavetopayforthemup

front.  They’reessential infrastructure andservepeople fordecades.  And

makenomistake – nuclear keeps thelightsoninthosehospitals andschools

andisessential toreaching ourclimate change goals – theIPCC agrees with

this.  There isnopathtonetzerowithout nuclear power.   
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Contrary tothepointmade inthispiece, electricity demand isgrowing in

Ontario andthatwillcontinue – Ontario’sindependent system operator saysit

willmore thandouble by2050.  Notmaking these investments inclean

baseload generation isn’tanoption. While thecostsoutlined isthispieceare

inaccurate guesses, itisafactthatweneedtoinvest inreliable, affordable

electricity tosupport Ontario’sgrowth, andnuclear isthebackbone ofthistoday

andtomorrow.      

Wealsocan’tignore theeconomic benefits ofmaking these investments - the

Conference BoardofCanada saystherefurbishment ofPickering isexpected

toincrease Ontario’sGDPby $19.4billionandcreate about11,000jobsper

year, thencreating andsustaining another6,400Ontario jobsperyearfor

decades tocomeafter.  Therearenoemployee parking lotsatmanyofthe

otherelectricity generations options hecites (which aren’tthebargain they

appear tobewhen youaddincostsoftheback-upgeneration required tomake

themviable) andtheirsupply chains aresimply notbased inOntario oreven

Canada.  

Ontario’snuclear sector madeOntario’sworld leading coalphase-outareality

andwilldriveustothecleanenergy futureweneedtowinthefightagainst

climate change.   

LearnmoreaboutOntario'sNuclear Advantage.  
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Youcanupdateyourpreferences orunsubscribe fromthislist.  
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