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Agooddayforoldreactors…  
Itmaynothavebeenthebestkeptsecretinthenuclearindustry, butyesterdayMinisterof

EnergyToddSmithfinallyannounced thattheGovernmentofOntarioissupportingthe

refurbishmentofPickeringNuclearGeneratingStation. Messagesofsupportandcelebration

cameswiftlyfromindustry, civilsociety, unions, andlocalgovernment, showcasing thevital

importanceofthisworkhorseoftheOntarioelectricitygrid.  

WearethrilledthatPickering, aworkhorseoftheCanadianenergysystem, willberefurbished

andgiventheopportunity toprovideuswithanother30yearsofaffordable, sustainable, clean

energy,” saidJohnGorman, PresidentandCEOoftheCanadianNuclearAssociation. “This

projectensuresthatwearemaintainingandgrowingtheskillsandexpertisethatwehave

investedinoverthepastdecadewiththerefurbishment andmajorcomponentreplacement

projectsatDarlingtonandBruce.”  

Today'sannouncement protectsgoodunionjobs, andwillhelpourprovinceproducelow-cost,  

emissions-freepowerasweelectrifyoureconomyintothefuture," saidMichelleJohnston,  

PresidentoftheSocietyofUnitedProfessionals.  

TheGovernmentestimates thattherefurbishment willtake11years, createabout11,000jobs

peryearandincreaseOntario’sGDPby $19.4billion.  
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Withglobalbusinesslookingtoexpandinjurisdictionswithreliable, affordableandclean

electricity, arefurbished PickeringNuclearGeneratingStationwouldhelpOntariocompetefor

andlandmoregame-changinginvestments,” saidMinisterSmith. “Therefurbishmentof

Pickeringwouldcreatethousandsofnewjobsandhelpproduceatleastanother30yearsof

safe, reliableandcleanelectricitytopowerthenextmajorinternational investment, thenew

homeswearebuildingandindustriesastheygrowandelectrify.”  

Whilenobudgethasyetbeenreleasedfortheproject, internationaldatashowsthatthelifetime

extensionofexistingnuclear facilitiesisamongthecheapestformsoflow-carbonpower. The

Canadiannuclearindustryhasprovenitsabilitytodeliversimilarprojectsontimeandon

budget, andwelookforwardtothePickering refurbishment projectbeingyetanothermadein

Canadasuccessstory.  

Newreactors…  
Movingwest, yesterdayalsosawanimportantannouncement inReginawiththesigningofan

agreementbetweenGEHitachiandSaskPower toadvanceSMRdevelopment in

Saskatchewan. TheprovincehasbeenworkingtowardpotentialdeploymentofaGEHitachi

BWRX-300reactorintheprovinceintheearly2030s.  

Thisnewagreementenablescollaborationonprojectplanningandsharingofexpertiserelated

tothedesign, fuelsourcingandfabricationfortheBWRX-300. Itwillalsosupporttheworkforce

andsupplychainplanningneededforaSaskatchewan-basedSMRdeployment.  

Thisagreement isanotherimportantstepinoureffortstosupportSaskatchewan’sworkers,  

businessesandcleanenergygoals,” saidLisaMcBride, GEHitachiCanadaCountryLeader.  

TheBWRX-300reimagineswhatispossiblewhenitcomestogeneratingreliable, carbon-free

energy.”  

Andsleepingreactors?  
Finally, theideaofnuclearpowergenerationreturningtoQuebeccontinues tosimmer, withthe

newsyesterdaythatHydro-Québechadfound “nomajorbarrier” torestartingGentilly2. This

CANDUreactor, withacapacityof675MW, wasshutdownin2012anddecommissioning work

hasbeenprogressing.  

However, aselectricitydemandissettogrowsubstantially inaprovincethathaslargelytapped

outitsviablehydroreserves, theideaofbringingGentilly2backonlineremainstantalizing. The
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latestroundofspeculation istheresultofaCBCarticlethatlooksintoapreliminaryevaluation

carriedoutbyAtkinsRéalisonbehalfofHydro-Québec.  

Hydro-QuébecCEOMichaelSabiasaidearlierthisyearthattheyhaddecidednottoproceed

withrefurbishment, given “socialacceptability” issues. Whatisbecomingclearnowisthatwith

alackoftechnicalbarriers, ifissuesofsociallicenseandpoliticalsupportcanbeovercome,  

theremayyetbeafuturefornuclear – andGentilly2 – inQuebec.  

Whatwe'rereading...  

OranoCanadaandDenisontorestartMcCleanLakeminingoperations

Ukrainetostartbuilding4newnuclearreactors thisyear

MicrosoftLookstoNucleartoFuelAIPlans
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