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MunicipalClerks & Councils

RE: Bill108 AnActtoamendvariousstatuteswithrespecttohousing, other
developmentandvariousothermatters (withspecificimplicationsfordeliveryof
CleanWaterActrequirements)  

TheSaugeen, GreySauble, NorthernBrucePeninsulaSourceProtection Region
ManagementCommittee ( ManagementCommittee) heldameetingonMay8, 2019
toreviewanddiscusstheproposedchangesidentifiedinBill108.  

ReadingonMay2, 2019bytheMinisterofMunicipalAffairsandHousing.  Under
Schedule2, thereareproposedchangestotheConservationAuthoritiesAct, whichwould
havedirectimplicationsfortheongoingdeliveryofthesourceprotectionprogram. A
summaryoftheproposedchangesisasfollows:  

Programs
responsibilitiesasasourceprotectionauthorityundertheCleanWaterAct,  
2006 (CWA), waslistedasoneofthemandatoryprogramsandservices.  

An authority is authorized to determine the amounts owed by specified
municipalities in connection with the programs and servicestheauthority
providesinrespectoftheCWA.  

Authorities continue to be authorized to provide other programs and
services, includingprogramsandservicesthatit determinestobeadvisable
tofurtheritsobjects. Iffinancingbyaparticipatingmunicipalityisnecessaryin
order fortheauthoritytoprovidesuchprogramsandservices, theauthority
andtheparticipatingmunicipalitymustenterintoanagreementinorderforthe
authoritytoprovidetheprogramorservice.  

WhiletheManagementCommitteewassupportiveofincludingsourceprotection
authorityresponsibilitiesasoneofthemandatoryprogramsandservicesunderthe
proposedchangestotheConservation AuthoritiesAct, theCommitteeexpressed
significantconcernswiththereferencetoanauthoritybeingauthorizedtodeterminethe
amountsowedbyspecifiedmunicipalitiesinthedeliveryoftheprogramrequirements. To
date, thedrinkingwatersourceprotectionprogramhasbeenfunded100% through
provincialtransferpayments. Provincialfundingagreementsareviewedascritical to
supporttheongoingmaintenanceofthelocalSourceProtectionCommittee, Source
ProtectionPlanamendments, municipalimplementation, andannualreporting
requirementsfortheSourceProtectionRegionasawhole.  

IfBill108ispassed, itcouldresultinsignificantfinancialincreasestomunicipalleviesto
deliverCWArequirements. Forexample, currentprovincialsourceprotectionprogram
funding fortheSaugeen, GreySauble, NorthernBrucePeninsulaSourceProtection



Regionisapproximately $210,000peryearandhasremainedthesameoverthepast
coupleofyears. Iftheseprogramcostsweretobepaidbymunicipalities, thiscouldresult
inanestimated7% increaseinmunicipallevies.  

Municipalitiesalso currentlydeliver PartIVpowers underCWA relatedtoRisk
ManagementOfficeresponsibilities. Forexample, GreySaubleConservationstaffhave
beendelegatedPartIVpowersonbehalfof13municipalitiesforanapproximatecostof
100,000peryear. Asthereareatotalof21municipalitiesacrosstheSourceProtection

Region, theseadditionalcoststoimplementthesourceprotectionprogramshouldbe
takenintoconsiderationastheprovincereviewsfuturedeliveryoptionsfortheprogram.  

ItisimportanttonotethatthemajorityofthemunicipalitiesacrossourRegionaresmaller,  
ruralmunicipalitieswithlimitedbudgets. TheManagementCommitteefurtherexpressed
concernsthatthedownloadingofsourceprotectionprogramcostsdirectlytomunicipal
budgetscouldresultinsignificanttaxincreases forresidents, orpossiblycutstokey
programsthatsupportthedeliveryofthesourceprotectionprograms (e.g. waterquality
monitoringprograms, stewardshipprograms, andeducationandoutreachprograms).  

Anotherpotentialissuethatwasidentifiedwouldbethedifficultyinaddressingmunicipal
costsandapportionmentofthesecostsgiventhefactthatsourceprotectionareascross
municipalandevenwatershedboundaries. Thecurrentprovincialprogramoversightand
fundingmodelensuresconsistentdeliveryofsourceprotectionprogramrequirements
andprotectionofmunicipaldrinkingwatersources.  

SourceProtectionAuthoritieswereoriginallycreatedundertheCWA toensure an
efficientandeffectivewaytodeliversourceprotectionprogramsthatcrossmunicipal
boundaries, norfollowing theWalkerton
Inquiry. TheManagementCommitteefeelsstronglythatultimate accountabilityshould
restwiththeProvinceandthatSourceProtectionAuthoritiesshouldnottakeonadditional
liabilityoraccountabilityinitsadministrationoftheprogram. Furthermore, municipalities
shouldnothavetoincuradditionalcostsinthedeliveryofthisprogramwithinlimited
municipalbudgets.  

FormoreinformationrelatedtotheproposedBill108, seeSchedule2undertheattached
link: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-108

Ifyourmunicipalityhasconcernswiththeseproposedchanges, commentscanbemade
ontheEnvironmentalRegistryofOntarioposting (ERO #013- 

st21, 2019https://ero.ontario.ca/  

Thankyouforyourconsiderationonthismatter.  

Respectfullysubmitted,    Sincerely,  

CarlSeider, ProjectManager CathyLittle, Chair
DrinkingWaterSourceProtection GreySaubleConservationAuthority


