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PLYMPTON- WYOMING

The Honourable Todd McCarthy
Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, ON M5B 2H7

DELIVERED VIA EMAIL

January 15th 2024

Re: Cemetery Transfer/ Abandonment Administration & Management Support

Dear Minister McCarthy, 

Please be advised that at the Regular Council Meeting on January 10th 2024, the Town of Plympton- 
Wyoming Council passed the following motion, supporting the resolution from Clearview Township
regarding Cemetery Transfer/Abandonment Administration & Management Support. 

Motion 13

Moved by Councillor Bob Woolvett
Seconded by Councillor John van Klaveren
That Council support item `k' of correspondence from Clearview Township regarding Cemetery
Transfer/ Abandonment Administration & Management Support. 

Carried. 

If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone
or email at ekwarciak@plympton- wyoming. ca. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Kwarciak

Clerk

Town of Plympton- Wyoming

cc: Jim Cassimatis, BAO Interim CAO / Registrar

Bob Bailey, MPP — Sarnia- Lambton

All Ontario Municipalities

546 Niagara Street, P. O Box 250 I Wyoming ON, NON 1T0 1519- 845- 3939 I www. plympton- wyoming. com
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Township of Clearview
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December 12, 2023 File: C00. 2023

Hon. Todd McCarthy
Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto ON M5B 2H7

Sent by Email

RE: Cemetery Transfer/ Abandonment Administration & Management Support

Please be advised that Council of the Township of Clearview, at its meeting held on

December 11, 2023, passed a resolution regarding Cemetery Transfer/ Abandonment
Administration & Management Support as follows: 

Moved by Councillor Walker, Seconded by Councillor Broderick, Whereas under the
Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002 ( FBCSA), when a cemetery is

declared abandoned by a judge of the Superior Court Justice, the local municipality

within whose geographic boundaries the land of the cemetery is located, becomes the

owner of the cemetery with all the rights and obligations in respect of the cemetery

and the assets, trust funds and trust accounts related to it that the previous owner or

operator possessed; 

And Whereas over the last decade, there has been an increase in the number of

churches and local cemetery boards initiating processes to transfer ownership or

abandon their owned and operated cemeteries to the local municipality due to such

issues as high maintenance costs, inaccuracy of records, lack of financial and human

resources to effectively operate and maintain the cemetery, increased regulatory

processes regarding training, selling of interment rights, financial operation of the care
and maintenance fund, etc.; 

And Whereas municipalities experience the same issues and pressures that churches
and local boards experience with the operation and maintenance of cemeteries within

its jurisdiction, and additional transfers of cemetery lands only compound the burden
on municipal taxpayers; 
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Clerk' s Department December 12, 2023

And Whereas cemeteries are important infrastructure where the reasonable costs for

interment rights, burials, monument foundations, corner stones and administration charges

do not sufficiently support the general operation of cemeteries; 

And Whereas the interest earned from the care and maintenance fund( s) of a cemetery do

not provide adequate funding to maintain the cemetery with the rising costs of lawn and turf
maintenance contracts and monument restoration; 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that Council of the Township of Clearview requests that the

Province through the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery and the Bereavement

Authority of Ontario ( BAO) consider the following to assist municipalities in this growing

concern of cemetery transfers: 

Amend the Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002 ( FBCSA), to have the

Province, through the BAO, identified as the default owner and operator of a cemetery
when it is abandoned; 

Provide annual funding ( based on the number of cemeteries a municipality owns and
operates) to municipalities to assist with the maintenance of inactive and active

cemeteries; Page 6 of 7

Provide free training opportunities for municipalities regarding cemetery
administration; and, 

Investigate and support the design of universal cemetery software for use by

municipal cemetery operators that can be offered at an affordable cost. 

And that this resolution be circulated to the Hon. Todd McCarthy, Ministry of Public and

Business Service Delivery, Jim Cassimatis, BAO Interim CEO/ Registrar, MPP Brian Saunderson
and all Ontario municipalities. Motion Carried. 

For reference, please find attached the Staff Report LS- 032- 2023 that provides background

for the above resolution. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the
undersigned. 

Regards, 

Sasha Helmkay- Playter, B. A., Dipl. M. A., AOMC

Clerk/ Director of Legislative Services

cc: Jim Cassimatis, BAO Interim CEO/ Registrar

MPP Simcoe Grey, Brian Saunderson
Ontario Municipalities
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