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Premier Ford
Premier of Ontario
premier@ontario. ca

The Honourable Paul Calandra
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
minister.mah@ontario. ca

The Honourable Todd A. Smith
Minister of Energy, Ontario
MinisterEnergy@ontario. ca

SENT VIA EMAIL

December 1st, 2023

Re: Support to Revoke Strong Mayor Powers and Increase in the Leave to Construct
Threshold

Dear Premier Ford, Minister Calandra, and Minister Smith, 

Please be advised that at the Regular Council Meeting on November 29th 2023, the Town of
Plympton-Wyoming Council passed the following motion, supporting the attached resolutions from the
Western Ontario Wardens Caucus regarding Support to Revoke Strong Mayor Powers and Increase
in the Leave to Construct Threshold. 

Motion 14 Moved by Councillor Kristen Rodrigues
Seconded by Councillor John van Klaveren
That Council support item ‘S’ Strong Mayor Powers & ‘T’ Leave to Construct Threshold from the
Western Ontario Warden’s Caucus. 

Carried. 

If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone
or email at eflynn@plympton-wyoming.ca.   

Sincerely,  

Ella Flynn
Deputy Clerk
Town of Plympton-Wyoming

cc: Sent via e-mail
Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus
Hon. Rob Flack, Associate Minister of Housing – Rob.Flack@pc.ola.org
Matthew Rae, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  – 
Matthew.Rae@pc.ola.org
All Ontario Municipalities
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October 24, 2023

Premier R. Ford
Premier of Ontario
premier@ontario. ca

and

The Honourable Paul Calandra
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Send electronically via email
minister. mah@ontario. ca

Re: Strong Mayor Powers

Dear Premier Ford and Minister Calandra

Please be advised at the regular meeting of the Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus held on October
13, 2023, the following resolution was passed:  

Moved by M. Ryan, seconded by B. Milne: 

THAT item of correspondence 7-1(b) be received; and

WHEREAS the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus Inc. (WOWC) is a not-for-profit
organization representing 15 upper and single tier municipalities in Southwestern Ontario
with more than one and a half million residents; 

AND WHEREAS the purpose of WOWC is to enhance the prosperity and overall wellbeing
of rural and small urban communities across the region; 

AND WHEREAS the Strong Mayors, Building Homes Act, 2022, S.O. 2022, c. 18, for
select municipalities, transfers legislative responsibility from the deliberative body of the
Council to the Head of Council; 

AND WHEREAS the Better Municipal Governance Act, 2022, S.O. 2022, c. 24 provides for
provincially appointed facilitators to assess the regional governments to determine the mix
of roles and responsibilities between the upper and lower- tier municipalities; 

AND WHEREAS the Building Faster Fund arbitrarily ties housing supportive funding to
municipalities that establish a housing target based solely on population size; 
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AND WHEREAS " responsible and accountable governments with respect to matters within
their jurisdiction; 

AND WHEREAS overcoming the housing and affordability crisis in Ontario requires
sustained, strategic, and focused efforts from all levels of government, informed from the
expertise of all levels of government. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT WOWC calls on the provincial government
to work with municipalities in Ontario, as a responsible and accountable level of
government, to focus all efforts on tackling the housing and affordability crisis in Ontario
by: 

Revoking existing ‘ strong mayor powers’ and not implementing legislation that transfers
legislative responsibility from the body of Council to the Head of Council. 

Respecting spheres of jurisdiction, recognizing that municipalities are best positioned to
determine the mix of roles and responsibilities between upper and lower- tier municipalities
and only conduct structural and service delivery reviews of municipalities or regions where
a majority of municipalities included within the region, request the same. 

Recognizing rural and small urban municipalities are critical to overcoming the housing and
affordability crisis in Ontario and not allocating the majority of scarce provincial housing
supportive funding to a limited subset of large urban municipalities in Ontario. 

AND THAT WOWC calls upon the provincial government to provide all municipalities with
the financial resources to tackle the housing and affordability crisis in Ontario that is pricing
too many people, especially young families and newcomers, out of home ownership, while
amplifying socio-economic disparities and reliance on municipally provided human
services; 

AND THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario for
support so that the future governance of our communities is in the hands of its
constituents; 

AND THAT this resolution be forwarded to: the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
and the Premier of Ontario; WOWC Members; the EOWC, and all WOWC area MPs and
MPPs.  - CARRIED

Please contact Kate Burns Gallagher, Executive Director, Western Ontario Warden’ Caucus, 
kate@wowc. ca should you have any questions regarding this matter.  

Sincerely, 

Glen McNeil
Chair, Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus
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cc.   
Hon. Rob Flack, Associate Minister of Housing
Rob.Flack@pc. ola.org

Matthew Rae, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Matthew. Rae@pc. ola.org

WOWC MPPs

WOWC MPs

Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus
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October 24, 2023

The Honourable Todd A. Smith, 
Minister of Energy, Ontario
Send electronically via email
MinisterEnergy@ontario. ca

Re: Leave to Construct Threshold

Dear Minister Smith, 

On October 13, 2023, the WOWC passed a resolution in favour of the Government of Ontario
updating the LTC cost threshold from $ 2M to $20M for hydrocarbon lines (by amending Ontario
Regulation O.Reg.328/03) while maintaining current requirements and expectations for Indigenous
consultation and environmental review for projects greater than $ 2M and less than $10M. 

Western Ontario has seen significant growth in the past decade with pressures to build out the gas
pipeline network. Many municipalities in our region have lost major investment opportunities because
of the delays in getting natural gas to development sites. Any person or company planning to
construct hydrocarbon transmission facilities within Ontario, must apply to the OEB for authorization, 
if the projected cost to build the pipeline is over $2 million, a threshold that was set in 1998. 

Industry proposes updating the LTC cost threshold from $ 2M to $10M for hydrocarbon lines (by
amending Ontario Regulation O.Reg.328/03) while maintaining current requirements and
expectations for Indigenous consultation and environmental review for projects greater than $2M and
less than $10M. Increasing the cost threshold to $10M would closer align Ontario with other Canadian
jurisdictions ( e.g., in B.C., these thresholds are $15M for electricity and $20M for natural gas).  The
WOWC is recommending a $20M threshold for our Province to be competitive with other Canadian
jurisdictions. 

Ontario’ s outdated regulations are causing the LTC to apply far more broadly than intended when it
was established over 20 years ago. Due to increased regulatory and cost pressures, as well as
inflation, virtually all gas pipeline projects are now greater than $2M rendering the threshold
meaningless. Roughly 0.5 KM pipe in urban settings now often exceed the $2M threshold. 

Examples of businesses lost in the region due to the regulation include; 

EV Battery Manufacturer, investment of $1 Billion
New Distillery
2 New Agricultural processing plants - $ 140 million total investment
New Agricultural plant - $ 225 million USD investment
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Modernizing these outdated regulations would reduce delays and costs for economic development
initiatives including new industries seeking to locate in Ontario and create jobs (or existing seeking to
expand), transit projects, community expansion projects, housing developments, connections for low
carbon fuel blending ( e.g. renewable natural gas, hydrogen) as well as residential and business
customer connections. 

The WOWC supports an increase in the Leave to Construct threshold to $20M. 

Sincerely, 

Glen McNeil
Chair, Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus

cc.   
Western Ontario MPPs
WOWC Members
WOWC Local Municipalities


