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Introduction

• Here today to:
– Provide an update on the work that 

has been underway by the team.
– Summarize input received from 

community to date.
– Provide information regarding next 

steps and timing.



Background

• Current Zoning By-law dates from 2003 
and was last updated in 2012.

• The Planning Act requires update to 
Zoning By-law 3 years after Official Plan 
update comes into force.

• With new OP approved in 2021, work 
on ZBL updates has been underway.

• Initial Review Report and community 
input has guided revisions to the ZBL.



What do Zoning By-laws 
regulate?

• The Ontario Planning Act provides the authority 
for municipalities to pass Zoning By-laws. 

Zoning By-laws may: 
• Restrict the use of land and the location and use 

of buildings or structures; 
• Prohibit the location of buildings or structures on 

lands for a multitude of reasons (e.g. flooding, 
contaminated sites, significant wetlands); 

• Regulate the height, bulk, location, size, floor area, 
spacing, character and, use of buildings or 
structures; 

• Regulate the frontage and depth of a lot and the 
proportion of area of a lot that may be occupied 
by buildings or structures 



Project goals 

• As previously indicated to Council, the 
project goals have been:
– Incorporate direction from new Official 

Plan into Zoning By-law.
– Conform to recent Provincial policies.
– Improve usability and readability, ensuring 

document is clear.
– Utilize current information to update 

mapping.



Initial Review report
• Prepared as a result of MHBC review of 

By-law and consultation with County 
and Municipal staff.

• Provided high-level recommendations 
for review and updates.

• Report released for review by the 
community, with opportunities for input 
through late 2022.

• Report has guided our revisions to date.



Initial Review report (cont’d)
• Key issues identified in report:

– Accessory buildings / uses
– Secondary suites / Surplus farm dwellings
– Environment / Climate change
– Sourcewater protection
– Parking
– Mixed Use
– Cannabis production
– Special provisions
– Other: Definitions, mapping, categories, 

language, diagrams



Community open houses



Comments received

• Input provided via comment forms, 
online submissions, directly on maps.

• Comment themes:
– Requests for review of zoning for onsite 

environmental features.
– Requests for review to change lands to 

permit residential use.
– Requests to review regulations for coastline 

properties.
– Requests to review accessory use 

provisions (urban areas and outside)



Recent work undertaken

• Draft Zoning By-law prepared by MHBC 
and provided for staff review.

• Focused review of environmental 
features to ensure SVCA mapping 
appropriately reflected.

• Detailed working sessions undertaken to 
focus on different aspects of By-law.

• Revisions undertaken by team to reflect 
items discussed (text and mapping).

• Final Zoning By-law draft underway.



Next steps

• Dec 2023 – Jan 2024: final steps and 
review by Municipal staff / MHBC

• Early 2024: draft Zoning By-law released 
for community review and comment 
(mapping and text).  Open House #2 
also being held.

• Spring 2024: final revisions to Zoning By-
law and Council adoption.

• Early summer 2024: final Zoning By-law 
in effect.



Closing

• Exciting and important project for the 
Municipality of Kincardine.

• Significant undertaking, both for MHBC 
and Municipal staff for review.

• Further opportunities and methods will 
be available for community input.

• MHBC is looking forward to finishing 
updates so that a new Zoning By-law is 
implemented.



Thank you!

Questions?
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