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Call-to-Action: WorkingtoImproveMotorSkillDevelopmentofChildrenin
GreyBruce

Communityactionisneededtosupportallchildrentolearnthebasicmotorskillsnecessaryfor
schoolreadiness. MeasuresofdevelopmentalhealthshowchildreninGreyBruceare
vulnerableinareasofphysicalhealthandwell-being, includingfineandgrossmotorskills.  
Vulnerablemeanschildrenareatriskofencounteringdifficultiesinschoolandbeyond.  

TheCall-to-Actionidentifieskeyfactorscontributingtomotorskilldevelopmentandoffers
strategiesforcommunityactioninvarioussectors. Approachesinclude:  

InvolvingCaregiversandFamilies
FacilitatingConnectionandCollaboration
TrainingServiceProviders
SupportingInclusionforAllChildren
IncorporatingPlayThroughDailyActivities
EnvironmentsforPlay
ContinuedMonitoringandEvaluation

Weallhavearoletoplayinsupportingyoungchildrenonthepathforlearning.” saysLeanne
Hopkins, Manager, Child & FamilyServices, CommunityLivingOwenSound & District.  
Parents, educators, serviceproviders, healthcarepractitioners, recreationleadersand

neighbourhoodscanworktogethertoprovidetheopportunitiesthatchildrenneedtoplayand
activelydevelopfineandgrossmotorskills.”  

Formoreinformation, pleasevisittheGreyBruceHealthUnitMotorSkillDevelopmentwebsite

Attachment: SummaryofCall-to-ActionPaper
Attachment: PhotoCall-to-ActionCommunityPartners – LefttoRight: LeanneHopkins,  
CommunityLivingOwenSoundandDistrict; StephanieSollazzo, ConnectRehabilitation;  
AlannaLeffley, GBHU; LisaAlguire, GBHU; TammyCruickshank, EarlyYearsLiteracy
Facilitator, GreyCounty; LauraNeedham, GBHU; EmilyPowel, GBHU
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ASUMMARYOFACALL-TO-ACTIONPAPER

DEVELOPINGSKILLSFORLEARNING:  
FOUNDATIONSOFMOTORSKILLDEVELOPMENT

OFCHILDRENINGREYBRUCE

WHATISTHEISSUE?  
EarlyDevelopmentInstrument (EDI) measurementsshowthatchildreninGreyBruceareconsistentlymore

theschoolyearsandbeyond.  
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PercentageofChildrenScoringintheVulnerableRangeinthePhysicalHealthandWell-beingDomainbyEDICycleandSex, GreyBruceandOntario. 

WHATISTHEEARLYDEVELOPMENTINSTRUMENT (EDI)?  

domaincoversthreesubdomains: physicalreadinessfortheschoolday, physicalindependence, andgrossand

FINEANDGROSSMOTORSKILLS

Holdingapencil JumpingRunning

ManipulatingobjectsCoordinationandBalance Climbing
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THEEARLYYEARS: ACRITICALTIMEFORMOTORSKILLDEVELOPMENT
Allchildrenneedopportunitiestolearn, play, interact, andexplore. Factorsthatcontributetomotorskill
developmentinclude: physicalactivity, theroleofplay, stimulatingsocialandphysicalenvironments,   

DEVELOPMENTOFACALL-TO-ACTIONPAPER

andtomeetmilestonesforschoolreadiness. Keystakeholderswereengagedtoidentifystrategiesforaction
basedonevidencefromtheliterature, frameworksandmodels, andlocaldata, programsandservices. 

STRATEGIESFORACTION
COMMUNITYACTION

FACILITATINGCONNECTION
INVOLVINGCAREGIVERS & FAMILIES ANDCOLLABORATION

SUPPORTINGINCLUSIONFOR
TRAININGSERVICEPROVIDERS

ALLCHILDREN

INCORPORATINGPLAYTHROUGH
ENVIRONMENTSFORPLAY

DAILYACTIVITIES

CONTINUEDMONITORING
ANDEVALUATION

COLLABORATIONFORACTION
Locallythereareawealthofskills, resourcesandknowledgecurrentlyactingtosupporthealthygrowthand

oncurrentinitiativesandstrengthencommunityaction. Keystakeholdersinclude; childcareandearlylearning
centres, healthcareproviders, earlyinterventionservices, schoolboards, schools, educators, municipalities,   
communityorganizations, parentsandcaregivers. 

tohelpmitigateexistingandfuturedevelopmentaldisparities. Collaborativeactionisrequiredinordertocreate
supportive, nurturingenvironmentsforallchildrentolearnthefundamentalmotorskillsnecessaryforschool
readiness. 

FORMOREINFORMATION
Formoreinformation, orifyouareinterestedinthefullreportcontact: 
GREYBRUCEHEALTHUNIT

519-376-9420or1-800-263-3456
publichealth@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca


