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DearHeadofCouncil:  

Ontario’sGovernmentforthePeopleiscommittedtobuildingmorehousingandbringingdown
costsforthepeopleofOntario.  Tohelpfulfillthiscommitment, wehavedevelopedabroad-based
actionplantoaddressthebarriersgettinginthewayofnewownershipandrentalhousing.  

MoreHomes, MoreChoice (theactionplan) outlinesourgovernment’splantotackleOntario’s
housingcrisis, whileencouragingourpartnerstodotheirpart.  Wearetakingstepstomakeit
fasterandeasierformunicipalities, non-profitsandprivatefirmstobuildtherighttypesofhousing
intherightplaces, tomeettheneedsofpeopleineverypartofOntario.  

Aspartoftheactionplan, weareproposingchangesthatwouldstreamlinethecomplex
developmentapprovalsprocesstoremoveunnecessaryduplicationandbarriers, whilemaking
costsandtimelinesmorepredictable.  Wearealsoproposingchangesthatwouldmakeiteasierto
buildcertaintypesofpriorityhousingsuchassecondunits.  

OnMay2, 2019, thegovernmentintroducedBill108 (thebill), theproposedMoreHomes, More
ChoiceAct, 2019, intheOntarioLegislature.  Whilethebillcontainsinitiativesfromvarious
ministries, IwouldliketosharesomedetailsregardinginitiativesledbytheMinistryofMunicipal
AffairsandHousing.  
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PlanningAct

Schedule12ofthebillproposeschangestothePlanningActthatwouldhelpmaketheplanning
systemmoreefficientandeffective, increasehousingsupplyinOntario, andstreamlineplanning
approvals.  

Ifpassed, theproposedchangeswould:   

Streamlinedevelopmentapprovalsprocessesandfacilitatefasterdecisions,  
Increasethecertaintyandpredictabilityoftheplanningsystem,  
Supportarangeandmixofhousingoptions, andboosthousingsupply,  
Makechargesforcommunitybenefitsmorepredictable, and
Makeothercomplementaryamendmentstoimplementtheproposedreforms, includinghow
theproposedchangeswouldaffectplanningmattersthatarein-process.  

AmendmentstothePlanningActarealsoproposedtoaddressconcernsaboutthelanduse
planningappealsystem. ProposedchangeswouldbroadentheLocalPlanningAppealTribunal’s
jurisdictionovermajorlanduseplanningmatters (e.g., officialplanamendmentsandzoningby-law
amendments) andgivetheTribunaltheauthoritytomakeafinaldeterminationonappealsofthese
matters. TheMinistryoftheAttorneyGeneralisalsoproposingchangestotheLocalPlanning
AppealTribunalAct, 2017tocomplementthesechanges (seeSchedule9ofthebill).  

DevelopmentChargesAct

Schedule3ofthebillproposeschangestotheDevelopmentChargesActthatwouldmakehousing
moreattainablebyreducingcoststobuildcertaintypesofhousingandwouldincreasethe
certaintyofcoststoimprovethelikelihoodofdevelopersproceedingwithcostsensitiveprojects,  
suchasrentalhousing.    

Ifpassed, theproposedchangeswould:  

Makeiteasierformunicipalitiestorecovercostsforwastediversion,  
Increasethecertaintyofdevelopmentcostsinspecificcircumstancesandforcertaintypes
ofdevelopments,  
Makehousingmoreattainablebyreducingcoststobuildcertaintypesofhomes, and
Makeothercomplementaryamendmentstoimplementtheproposedreforms.  

FurtherconsultationonthePlanningActandDevelopmentChargesAct

Weareinterestedinreceivinganycommentsyoumayhaveontheproposedchangestothe
PlanningActandtheDevelopmentChargesAct.  Commentsontheseproposedmeasurescanbe
madethroughtheEnvironmentalRegistryofOntarioasfollows:  

PlanningAct: postingnumber019-0016
DevelopmentChargesAct: postingnumber019-0017
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TheEnvironmentalRegistrypostingsprovideadditionaldetailsregardingtheproposedchanges.  

APlacetoGrow: GrowthPlanfortheGreaterGoldenHorseshoe

APlacetoGrow: GrowthPlanfortheGreaterGoldenHorseshoeisanimportantpartoftheaction
planthataddressestheneedsofthegrowingpopulation, thediversityoftheregionanditspeople,  
andthelocalpriorities. WithAPlacetoGrow, wewillmakeitfasterandeasiertobuildhousingso
thatthegrowingnumberofpeoplewholiveandworkintheGreaterGoldenHorseshoecanfinda
home.  

WerecognizethatdifferentpartsofOntarioneeddifferentsolutions, includingNorthernandrural
Ontario. WhiletheGrowthPlanforNorthernOntariocontinuestoguidelong-termeconomicgrowth
intheNorth, ourgovernmentistakingstepsrightnowtosupportthisgrowthbyreducingredtape
andburdensinOntario’sNorthernandruralcommunitieswithMoreHomes, MoreChoice.  

Takentogether, theactionsoutlinedinMoreHomes, MoreChoice - includingtheproposed
changesdetailedabove - willmakeiteasiertobuildtherighttypesofhousingintherightplaces,  
makehousingmoreaffordableandhelptaxpayerskeepmoreoftheirhard-earned
dollars.  Buildingmorehousingwillmaketheprovincemoreattractiveforemployersandinvestors,  
provingthatOntarioistrulyOpenforBusiness.    

ThisactionplaniscomplementedbyourrecentlyannouncedCommunityHousingRenewal
Strategy, whichwillhelpsustain, repairandgrowourcommunityhousingsystem. Togetherthese
twoplanswillensurethatallOntarianscanfindahomethatmeetstheirneeds.  

Atthesametime, MoreHomes, MoreChoiceunderscoresourcommitmenttomaintainOntario’s
vibrantagriculturalsectorandemploymentlands, protectsensitiveareasliketheGreenbelt, and
preserveculturalheritage.  Ourplanwillensurethateverycommunitycanbuildinresponseto
localinterestsanddemandwhileaccommodatingdiverseneeds.  

Ourgovernmentrecognizesthekeyrolethatmunicipalitieswillplayinimplementingtheaction
plan, andweknowthatyoushareourdesiretobringmorehousingtothepeopleofOntario.  Ilook
forwardtoworkingwithyouasweimplementMoreHomes, MoreChoice.  

Sincerely,  

SteveClark
Minister

c:   
ChiefAdministrativeOfficer
Clerk
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