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Re:  ProposedCutstoLegalAidOntarioBudget

RegionalCouncil,atitsmeetingheldonOctober17, 2019, passedthefollowingresolution: 

WHEREAStheNiagaraCommunityLegalClinicisanot-for-profitagencyproviding
accesstojusticeandvitalservicetolow-incomeNiagaracitizensincivillawmatters,  
includinglandlord-tenantdisputes, OntarioDisabilitySupportPayment (ODSP) appeals,  
pensionappeals, workplaceinjury/WSIBcompensation, consumerlawprotection,  
refugeeassistance, migrantworkersupport, humanrightslaw, powerofattorney
matters, andwillsandestatesforlow-incomeseniors;  

WHEREAStheNiagaraCommunityLegalClinicisfundedbyLegalAidOntario, an
arm’s-lengthagencyoftheMinistryoftheAttorneyGeneralforOntario, which (in
additiontofundingtheprovince’slegalclinics) providesmuch-neededsupporttolow- 
incomepeopleinmattersoffamilylaw, refugeelaw, andcriminallaw; 

WHEREASthetwohistoricNiagaralegalclinics –JusticeNiagara, foundedin1978,  
andNiagaraNorthCommunityLegalAssistance, foundedin1982 –mergedonJanuary
1, 2019, toformtheNiagaraCommunityLegalClinic; 

WHEREASLegalAidfundingsavesmoneyintheoveralljusticesystembudget, inlight
oftheevidencethatthecasesofself-representedparties (i.e., partieswithoutLegalAid
support) consumesignificantlygreateramountsofexpensivecourttimeand/ortribunal
time; and

WHEREAStheProvincecutapproximately $70millionfromtheLegalAidOntario
budgetin2019, withapproximately $14.5millionofthatbeingcutfromthelegalclinic
system, andhasindicatedanintentiontocutanadditional $17.3millionfromtheLAO
budgetin2020: 

NOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVED:  

1.ThatRegionalChairJimBradleyBEDIRECTEDtosendalettertoOntarioAttorneyGeneral
DougDowney, onbehalfofRegionalCouncil, readingasfollows: 



MotionrespectingProposedCutstoLegalAidOntarioBudget
November1, 2019

Page2

TheRegionofNiagaraisgratefulfortheworkoftheNiagaraCommunityLegal
Clinic, whoseprofessionalsprovidemeaningfulaccesstojusticeforlow-income
peopleinNiagara. InlightofthedeepchallengesNiagarafacesintermsof
povertyandlackofsufficientaffordablehousing, theservicesthattheNiagara
CommunityLegalClinicprovidesaretrulyvitaltoourcommunity. 

IthascometoourattentionthattheProvincehasproposedadditionalcutstothe
budgetofLegalAidOntario (LAO), theNiagaraclinic’sfunder, tobeimplemented
in2020. BecauseourCouncildeeplyvaluestheworkofourNiagaraCommunity
LegalClinic, andthesupportsthatLAOprovidestocitizensfacingchallengesin
familylaw, criminallaw, andrefugeelaw, werequestthatyounotimplementany
additionalcutstotheLAObudget. Wealsoaskthatyoure-investintheLegalAid
andclinicsystems, soastoaddressthemanybarrierstoaccesstojusticethat
ourcitizensface. 

Thankyouforyourconsideration.” 

2.ThatthismotionandtheChair’sletterBECIRCULATEDtomunicipalities
throughoutOntarioandtheAssociationofMunicipalitiesofOntario. 

Yourstruly, 

Ann-MarieNorio
RegionalClerk
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