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Multi Municipal Wind Turbine Working Group

MINUTES

MMWTWG- 2023-02
Thursday, March 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

Virtually via Microsoft Teams

Members Present: Mark Davis - Municipality of Arran- Elderslie - Citizen
Appointee
Brian Dudgeon - Municipality of Arran- Elderslie
Ryan Nickason - Municipality of Arran- Elderslie
Scott Mackey - Township of Chatsworth
Terry McKay - Township of Chatsworth
Paul McQueen - Municipality of Grey Highlands
Tom Allwood - Municipality of Grey Highlands
Dan Wickens - Municipality of Grey Highlands
Todd Dowd - Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula

Others Present: Julie Hamilton - Recording Secretary

1. Meeting Details

2. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  A quorum was
present.   

3. Adoption of Agenda

The Working Group passed the following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023- 09

Moved by: Scott Mackey - Township of
Chatsworth

Seconded by: Ryan Nickason - 
Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie

Be It Resolved that the Multi- Municipal Wind Turbine Working Group
hereby adopts the agenda of the Thursday, March 9, 2023 as
distributed by the Recording Secretary.   

Carried
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4. Disclosures of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest or general nature
thereof declared at this time.  

5. Minutes of Previous Meetings

5.1 January 12, 2023 MMWTWG Minutes

The Working Group passed the following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023-10

Moved by: Dan Wickens - Municipality
of Grey Highlands

Seconded by: Mark Davis - Municipality
of Arran- Elderslie - Citizen
Appointee

Be It Resolved that the Multi- Municipal Wind Turbine Working
Group hereby approves the minutes of the Thursday, January
12, 2023 meeting as presented by the Recording Secretary.  

Carried

6. Business Arising from the Minutes

6.1 Revisions to the Terms of Reference

The Working Group discussed the revised Terms of Reference as
presented by the Recorded Secretary based on comments
received from Members of the Working Group.  Amendments
were made during the discussion.  These amendments will be
finalized by the Recording Secretary and forwarded to Member
Municipalities for approval by their respective Councils.  

Subsequent to further discussion, the Working Group passed the
following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023-11

Moved by: Dan Wickens - Municipality
of Grey Highlands

Seconded by: Ryan Nickason - 
Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie

Be It Resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine Working
Group hereby approves the Terms of reference as amended and
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direct the Recording Secretary to forward a copy to each
member Municipality for approval by their respective Councils.   

Carried

6.2 Minister of Finance - Response to Wind Turbine Taxation
Correspondence

The Members sought clarification on the taxation process
referred to in the letter.  The structure is assessed by MPAC
based on the megawatts.  Municipalities then apply their
industrial tax rate to that assessment.  The generation
equipment such as turbines and generation equipment are
exempt from taxation, similar to the equipment installed in other
manufacturing facilities.   

The Working Group will continue to pursue having MPP Rick
Byers attend as a guest at a future meeting.   

The Working Group passed the following resolution:  

MMWTWG- 2023-12

Moved by: Scott Mackey - Township of
Chatsworth

Seconded by: Mark Davis - Municipality
of Arran- Elderslie - Citizen
Appointee

Be It resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine Working
Group hereby accepts the correspondence from the Minister of
Finance information purposes.  

Carried

6.3 Wind Turbine Failures Letter

The letter highlights concerns associated with the catastrophic
failures that have been seen with wind turbine projects.  The
Working Group discussed the efforts that had been made to
communicate these concerns to other Municipalities.   

The Chair and Recording Secretary will facilitate a follow up to
the correspondence to address the recommendations raised by
the Working Group in the original letter.  

6.4 FOI Requests
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No further information has been received on these requests to
date.   

6.5 Bill Palmer - Technical Issues related to Energy Storage

Mr. Palmer made a presentation to the Working Group regarding
the technical issues associated with Battery Energy Storage
Facilities.   

He provided the an overview of the Ontario' s energy supply and
demand sources and what the IESO is projecting will be the
demand needs by 2050. 

Mr. Palmer then addressed battery storage systems
BESS) specifically.   

Lithium Ion comprise approximately 90% of industrial/ electrical
supply storage batteries.  Li- ion generally good for fast
response, up to 4-hour discharge time however, barely adequate
for shifting night supply to daytime usage of energy, a poor
choice for storage needing days or weeks vs hours of storage, 
due to Li- ion self- discharge over time.  There are several other
alternatives under development.   

Fire hazards are a main concern with the installations and the
emission of taxi fumes and gases in to the air is a potential
health hazard.  Additionally, the types of chemicals used in the
batteries could combust and create explosions.  Thermal
runaway can also occur when the heat generated within a
battery exceeds the amount of heat that is dissipated to its
surroundings. If the cause of excessive heat creation is not
remedied, the condition will worsen, creating a potentially
unstoppable fire.   

Since these unit are relatively new, first responders typically
have limited experience with combating the battery fires, which
behave much differently then typical fires.   

Mr. Palmer briefly touched on hydrogen.  

90% of the hydrogen produced today is from fossil fuels. To
produce “ green hydrogen” from renewable electricity from solar
or wind will be “ cost prohibitive”.  Hydrogen for vehicle fuel cells
is stored under very high pressure of about 10,000 PSI.  It
needs heavy cylinders, with carbon fibre reinforced barriers
Hydrogen under pressure tends to react with metal, forming
brittle hydrides, degrading the storage vessel.  Fuel cells to
make electricity from hydrogen for vehicle propulsion need
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platinum or iridium, which are neither are cheap nor plentiful.  
Adding hydrogen above about 7% in concentration to natural gas
supply network requires modifying all combustion equipment
furnaces, etc.) connected to the gas line for safety reasons.  

Batteries can typically reuse between 80–90% of the chemical
energy stored, but fuel cells generally transform only 40% to
60% of their energy to produce electrical power.  Overall, “ Green
Hydrogen” supply/ usage efficiency is about 30%. 70% of the
energy is wasted.  

The Working Group thanked Mr. Palmer for his presentation.   

Subsequent to further discussion, the Working Group passed the
following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023-13

Moved by: Dan Wickens - Municipality
of Grey Highlands

Seconded by: Scott Mackey - Township of
Chatsworth

Be It Resolved that the Multi- Municipal Wind Turbine Working
Group hereby receives the presentation made by Mr. Palmer
regarding the technical issues associated with energy storage
facilities for information purposes and that the presentation be
forwarded to the Member Municipalities recommending that it be
provided to their respective Fire Chiefs and comments provided
back to the Working Group.  

Carried

7. Delegations/ Presentations

7.1 Ruby Mekker - Wind Turbines defined as a Health Hazard

Ms. Mekker spoke at a previous meeting regarding her efforts to
clarify if industrial wind turbines are, or should be, recognized as
health hazards.   

She felt that the Working Group had not understood her request
at that time.  She provided a brief overview of her concerns for
any new members.  She requested that the Working Group
consider the draft letter she had prepared be distributed to the
Government of Ontario.   
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The Working Group thanked Ms. Mekker for her presentation and
recognizes the heath concerns and hazards associated with wind
turbines.   

Subsequent to further discussion, the Working Group passed the
following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023- 14

Moved by: Mark Davis - Municipality
of Arran- Elderslie - Citizen
Appointee

Seconded by: Scott Mackey - Township of
Chatsworth

Be It Resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine Working
Group hereby agrees to seek clarification/ confirmation by way of
a letter to the Ministry of Health about whether audible wind
turbine noise of industrial wind turbines audible wind turbine
noise at the levels permitted by the Government of Ontario are, 
or should be considered, a “ health hazard” as defined by the
Health Protection and Promotion Act of Ontario, something " that
has or that is likely to have an adverse effect on the health of
any person." 

Carried

7.2 Warren Howard - WCO Battery System Storage Report

Mr. Howard provided a presentation on the Wind Concerns
Ontario findings on the Battery Energy Storage Systems.   

The IESO proposal only requires that proposals meet “ good
engineering and operating practices”.  They are not required to
submit to design or other protection features. 

Ontario Regulation 359/ 09 O. Reg. 359/ 09: Renewable Energy
Approvals made under the Environmental Assessment Act does
not speak to these types of regulations.   

In his research, he did note a couple of standards that appear to
be relevant.  

National Fire Protection Association

Standard 855 – 2020; Revised 2023

Underwriters Laboratory
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ANSI/ CA/ UL9540 – April 2021

ANSI/ CA/ UL9540A - November 2019

Hydro One has some setbacks in place due to the damage that
prolonged heat and smoke would do to their equipment
however, there are no other known setbacks.  The technology is
too new to be covered in municipal zoning bylaws.   Noise
emissions could also be an issue based on municipal noise bylaw
regulations. 

Some items that were noted to consider regarding these projects
is the management of toxic and explosive gases, dry sprinkler
systems, access to large quantities of water, separation of
modules to allow fire equipment access and acoustic barriers.  

Also, local emergency support should have specialized training to
be able to properly handle the scale of the potential fire hazards
associated with these installations as well as the toxic fumes and
run- off that could occur.  

Mr. Howard' s presentation made the following recommendations
which are also covered in the Wind Concerns Ontario report, 
Assessment of Community Risks.   

Add Battery Storage to Regulation 359/ 09

Establish minimum setbacks from all activities

Require design certification by an accredited body
UL9540A) and meets all standards ( i.e. UL9540, and

NFPA 855) 

Monitoring and fire containment systems linked to local
emergency services

Assessment of all noise emissions with abatement as
required

Emergency plan agreed with local authorities including
specifications on support required

Final package presented to municipal council for approval
before permits issued. 

The Working Group thanked Mr. Warren for his presentation.     

This presentation highlights the concerns that were raised in Mr. 
Palmer' s presentations regarding the extreme fire hazards that
are potentially present with these installations.   
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Several questions have been raised such as setback
requirements, evacuation protocols, emergency preparedness
plans especially with some of these installations being in the
vicinity of a settlement area. 

Subsequent to further discussion, the Working Group passed the
following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023-15

Moved by: Scott Mackey - Township of
Chatsworth

Seconded by: Dan Wickens - Municipality
of Grey Highlands

Be It resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine Working
Group hereby receives the presentation made by Mr. Howard
regarding the WCO Battery Storage Systems Report and that it
be forwarded to Member Municipalities along with Mr. Palmer' s
presentation and that a letter be forwarded to the Office of the
Fire Marshall regarding fire suppression measures and
emergency preparedness plans related to battery storage
facilities.   

Carried

8. Correspondence

8.1 Requiring Action

8.1.1 Approval of 2023 Meeting Schedule

Subsequent to further discussion, the Working Group
passed the following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023- 16

Moved by: Dan Wickens - Municipality
of Grey Highlands

Seconded by: Todd Dowd - Municipality
of Northern Bruce
Peninsula

Be It Resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine
Working Group hereby adopts the 2023 meeting schedule
as presented.   
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Carried

8.1.2 2022 Year End Financial Statement

The Working Group passed the following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023-17

Moved by: Terry Mckay - Township of
Chatsworth

Seconded by: Todd Dowd - Municipality
of Northern Bruce
Peninsula

Be It Resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine
Working Group hereby receives the 2022 Year End
Financial Statement for information purposes.   

Carried

8.1.3 2023 Membership Fee

The fee is currently set at $400. 00 per Member
Municipality.  The fee will remain the same for 2023. 

Subsequent to further discussion, the Working Group
passed the following resolution: 

MMWTWG- 2023-18

Moved by: Dan Wickens - Municipality
of Grey Highlands

Seconded by: Mark Davis - Municipality
of Arran- Elderslie - Citizen
Appointee

Be It Resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine
Working Group hereby approves that the 2023
Membership Fee remain to be set at $400. 00 per Member
Municipality. 

Carried

8.1.4 Approval of Recording Secretary Invoice

The Working Group passed the following resolution: 



10

MMWTWG- 2023-19

Moved by: Ryan Nickason - 
Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie

Seconded by: Terry Mckay - Township of
Chatsworth

Be It Resolved that the Multi Municipal Wind Turbine
Working Group hereby approves payment of the invoice for
the Recording Secretary Services for January and
February, 2023.  

Carried

8.2 For Information

None. 

9. Members Updates

Member Mackey noted that a company was speaking to property
owners in the area looking for properties for potential wind turbine
projects.  He did not have any specific details but received the
information from a concerned citizen.    

Chair Allwood noted that Stewart Halliday was appointed as the Citizen
Appointee for Grey Highlands and would be in attendance in the
future.   

10. New Business

The Membership suggested reaching out to the municipalities with the
new Terms of Reference to try to re-engage other municipalities with
the new mandates, especially in light of the battery storage facilities
and their associated risks.  

Once the new Terms of Reference have been approved by the Member
Municipalities, a letter will be drafted to be sent out to Ontario
Municipalities.   

11. Closed Session ( if required) 

There was no closed session required.  

12. Resolution to Reconvene in Open Session

13. Adoption of Recommendations Arising from Closed Session ( If
Any) 
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Direction was given to staff in Closed Session for items

14. Adoption of Closed Session Minutes

15. Confirmation of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held May 11, 2023 at 7pm via Teams.   

16. Adjournment

The Working Group passed the following resolution: 

Moved by: Mark Davis - Municipality
of Arran- Elderslie - Citizen
Appointee

Seconded by: Scott Mackey - Township of
Chatsworth

Be it Resolved that the meeting of the Multi- Municipal Wind Turbine
Working Group is hereby adjourned at 2: 43 p.m. 

Carried

Tom Allwood, Chair Julie Hamilton, Recording
Secretary



Terms of Reference

Multi- Municipal Energy Working Group
MMEWG

Name:

The committee shall be known as the Multi-Municipal Energy Working Group ( the
Committee").   The Committee may be cited by its short title MMEWG, when

appropriate to do so.

Purpose:

The purpose of the Committee is to draw together representatives from

municipalities to share, discuss and advocate " best practices" and other means

to address mutual concerns regarding energy generation facilifies and storage
infrastructure to all the relevant Government Ministries and Agencies.

Activities:

The Committee will meet on a regular basis to discuss ongoing matters and,
where applicable,  make recommendations to' the Councils of the member

municipalities for support and/ or action as applicable.

The Committee will; also undertake research into various related topics and liaise

with other similar working groups as appropriate to share information and ideas.

The Committee may form sub- committees to `concentrate on specific matters,
which sub- committees will report back to the Committee on an ongoing basis.

Delegated Authority:

The Committee is a working' group and has no delegated authority except for the
advocacy of best practices;

The Committee has no authority to direct staff from any of the member
municipalities, and any recommendations requiring implementation, reports, staff
action,  or a commitment to expend money must first be approved by the
respective Council or Councils as the case may be,   depending on the

municipality( ies) impacted, before any action by staff may be taken.

Committee Composition:

The membership of the Committee will be comprised of representatives

appointed by Council resolution or by- law from participating municipalities as
follows:



Two members of council from each participating municipality appointed
as regular members of the Committee

One member of council from each participating municipality appointed as
an alternate to attend in the absence of one or both of the regular

member representatives from that municipality (appointment of alternate is
at the discretion of each member municipality)
One citizen member may be appointed by each member municipality for
the purpose of bringing additional expertise to the discussion

Should any participating municipality wish to apt out of the Committee,  a

resolution from the participating municipality shall be received by the Committee
by December 31 It of the year they wish to cease membership.  There will be no

refund of the annual fee to the municipality wishing to opt out.,

Term of Office:

All members of the Committee shall be appointed, for the term of the Council of

the member municipality that appointed them.

Each appointing Council reserves the ability to replace its appointees at its sole
discretion and may do so at any time by notifying the Recording Secretary by
way of resolution or by- law.

Administration of the,,Committee;

The Committee will elect a Chair and Vice- Chair from amongst its members on

an annual basis; at the beginning of eaah calendar year.

The Committee will be governed by the Procedural By- law of the Municipality of
Arran- Etderslie, except as set out in these Terms of Reference.

Meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public, subject to the exceptions
set out in Section 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended.

A maximum of three ( 3)  delegations will be permitted to be placed on the
agenda for any Committee meeting, or at the discretion of the Committee.  The

request to be added to the agenda and the nature of the delegation must be

provided to the Recording Secretary not less than five ( 5)  business days prior to
the meeting.     Each delegation will be allotted ten   ( 10)   minutes for their

presentation, at the discretion of the Committee.

Notwithstanding the limit to the number of delegations to be placed on the
agenda, with the approval of a majority of the Committee members present, up
to an additional three ( 3) 5- minute delegations may be permitted to address the

Page 2 of 5

Terms of Reference

Multi- Municipal Energy Working Group



Committee at any given meeting on short notice.

Delegations will not be permitted to appear before the Committee to present the
same information on more than one occasion, nor shall multiple delegations be

permitted to repeat the same information as previous delegations, and the ruling
of the Chair of the Committee with respect to this matter shall be final.

Staff attending meetings of the Committee are not members of the Committee.

All members of the Committee agree to provide financial support for the
secretarial support for the Committee by forwarding; to the Municipality of Arran-
Elderslie an amount as established by the Committee,  and approved by
consensus of the Councils of the participating municipalities.  The Committee will

review and levy this amount on an annual basis, at the beginning of the calendar
year and this levy must be paid by JUne 1st in each year,    In case of any
participating municipality discontinuing their participating in Committee, the said
municipality shall remain liable for payment of, their support for that calendar
year.

If the Committee is disbanded, the members of the Committee at the time of
disbandment shall agree how the remaining funds shall be distributed,  and

approved by consensus of the Councils of the remaining participating

municipalities.

The Committee shah provide an annual fee structure which shall be approved by
Councils of the participating municipalities.    A year-end financial statement will
be forwarded to the Clerks of the participating municipalities by April 1st of the
following year.

Minutes from Committee meetings will be presented for adoption by the
Committee at its next regular meeting and once adopted,  forwarded to the

member municipalities for information and disposition of recommendations as

necessary.

Membership:

A yearly record of membership will be established by the Recording Secretary
and the agendas and minutes will reflect the name of the appointed member' s

municipality represented. This record of membership shall be updated from time
to time as required, and be provided to all participating municipalities.

Quorum:

Quorum shall be a representation of appointed officials from a majority of the
participating municipalities,  either by one,  two or three of the appointed
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members or the alternate appointee  ( where such appointee exists).   Quorum

shall be more than 50% of the participating municipalities.

If there is no quorum within thirty minutes after the time appointed for the
meeting, the Recording Secretary shall call the roll and record the names of the
members present and the meeting shall stand adjourned until the next

regular meeting or until a special meeting is called.

Voting Strength:

Each appointed member shall carry a voting strength of one  ( 1)  vote per

individual.

Agendas and Minutes:

The Agendas will be prepared by the Recording Secretary and distributed to
each participating municipality for posting in accordance with their standard
practices.

The minutes,  once adopted by the Committee,  will be forwarded to each

participating municipality and made public by each participating municipality in
accordance with their standard practices.

Meeting Schedule:-

It is expected that the' Committee will meet on a bi- monthly basis, or at the call of
the Chair, as may be determined from time to time.

Meetings will be primarily held virtually ' using Microsoft Teams or other suitable
virtudl platform in an effort to broaden the membership and participation area.
Meetings may also be held in other,,appropriate formats to accommodate the
needs of the. Committee.

The platform in which meetings are held will be reviewed by the committee from
time to time and altered to accommodate the needs of the committee by a
general consensus of the committee members.

The Committee will establish a proposed meeting schedule on an annual basis at
the beginning of the year to facilitate planning.

Remuneration:

Committee members shall be compensated for meeting attendance by their
respective member municipality in accordance with their municipalities

remuneration policy and/ or procedures.
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Staff Resources:

Secretarial support including preparation of agendas and minutes of meetings
will be provided by the Recording Secretary who is hired by the Committee.

The Committee may appoint a technical assistant at a rate to be determined,
and approved by consensus of the Committee, but will not exceed the annual
budget.

Miscellaneous:

These Terms of Reference for the Multi-Municipol Wind Turbine Working Group are
established by consensus of the Councils of the participating, municipalities and
can only be altered by consensus of those municipalities.

Date of Adoption of Terms of Reference: February 20 1
Date of Amendment: September 205
Date of Amendment: March 2023
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MULTI- MUNICIPAL WIND TURBINE WORKING GROUP

TOM ALLWOOD, COUNCILLOR, GREY HIGHLANDS, CHAIR

JIM HANNA, COUNCILLOR, TOWNSHIP OF HURON KINLOSS

1925 BRUCE ROAD 10, Box 70, CHESLEY, ON NOG 1 LO

519- 363- 3039 FAx: 519-363-2203

ihamil onCE? arran- elderslie. ca

March 24, 2023

Dear Municipal Clerks,

At the March 9, 2023 meeting of the MMWTWG, the Membership heard two
presentation regarding Battery Energy Storage Systems.  Both of these presentations
complimented each other in providing both technical and regulatory information
regarding the matter.

The presentations show a high probability that a severe fire hazard could present itself
and these failures could potentially result in fires beyond the capabilities of local
emergency services.  There are further risks of toxic fumes and run- off during fire
suppression measures.

The Members passed a motion that both presentations be provided to the Member
Municipalities and recommends that they be forwarded to the respective Fire Chiefs
for their review.  The information may also be helpful to Members of Council.

The Working Group would welcome any comments that the Fire Chief' s may have
regarding the matter.

Warm Regards,

Julie Hamilton,

Recording Secretary
Deputy Clerk
Municipality of Arran- Elderslie,
1925 Bruce Road 10, PO Box 70

Chesley, ON NOG 1 LO
519- 363-3039 ext. 105

jhamil onCc? arran- elderslie. ca
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