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TotheCouncilMembersoftheMunicipality ofKincardine,  

ThisemailisregardingBy-LawNo. 2019-124, Standards forthemaintenance ofyardsinthemunicipality ofKincardine.  
AsaresidentofKincardine andadvocatefortheprotectionoftheenvironment, Iamwritingthisemailforcouncil to
reconsider theimplications andintentofthefollowingclausesinBy-LawNo. 2019-124:  

4.1Everyowneroroccupantofapropertyshallkeeptheiryardatthesaidproperty freefromexcessive growthofgrass
orweeds
4.6Everyowneroroccupantshallkeepallsoddedandgrasscoveredareasoftheproperty inagoodlivingconditionand
properlymaintained soasnottopresentanunsightlyappearance.  
Excessive GrowthofGrassorWeeds” - meansgrassorweedswhichhavegrowntoaheightsoastobeinconsistent

withthesurrounding environment orover20cminheight.   
Note, mypropertyisacrossfromanaturalarea, sohavingplantstallerthan20cmisconsistent withthesurrounding

environment, reference attached photo).   

Clause4.1issues:   
Itdirectlycontradicts thesciencebehindpioneerplantsandecological succession. Pioneerplantsareby
definitionplantsthatthriveinbarrenecosystems, andarethefirsttoappearafterclearingeventslikeforest
firesorman-inducedclearing. Unfortunately manyofthesespeciesarethoughtofas ‘weeds’ because theyare
notplantedbytheownerandtheyarenotsod. Pioneerplantsbuildthesoiltomaketheareamorehospitable
forlaterplants. Thisisachieved throughsoilstabilization, nutrientenrichment, reductionofwindexposure, and
temperature moderation. Healthysoilsallowsecondary succession whichsupports treegrowth.   
Ifanownerneedstoplantthespeciesnecessary toreplacethenaturallyoccurring species (ideallywithnative
species), itcanbecostlyandoutofthehomeowner’sbudget, forcingfrequentmowingtoadheretothisbylaw
whichincreasesairpollutionatmosthomes. (Weuseascytheandpushlawnmower whenforcedbythisby-law
tomow, butmajorityofresidentsusegasorelectricmachines).   
Withayardthatisfreefromtallgrassesand ‘weeds’ therearelimitedareasforwildlifetoliveeitherforcing
themintocrawlspaces forprotection fromtheenvironment, ortoleavetheareariskingdeathbytrafficor
inability toadaptorfindfoodindifferentareas. Thisisnottomentionthelackofspeciesavailablefor
pollinators.   
Elimination ofhealthysoilsbyeitherforcing thehomeowner tomowoften, orbyencouraging homeowners to
implement monoculture grasslawns.      

Clause4.6issues:   
Inordertokeepsoddedandgrasscoveredareasinagoodlivingcondition andgreen, fertilizer, pesticides, and
excessivewaterarerequired. Itisdifficult tokeepgrassaliveandinan ‘attractive’ appearance sinceitisa
monoculture anddoesnothavethebiodiversity neededtokeepthesoilhealthy, andthusthegrasshealthy.   
Excessive turflawnscannotholdthesameamountofwater, leadingtorunoffofnutrientsandchemicals into
ourlake.   

1



Soilhealthisincredibly important toregenerate ournaturalenvironment, andIambynomeansanexpertonecology
orsoilbiology, butIdohopethecouncilcanconsider thenegativeimpacts theseclausesinthebylawhaveonthe
environment.   

Myrequest:   
Removeclause4.1and4.6fromtheby-law (andconsultexperts inpolicymanagement andenvironment
restoration iftherearedisagreements). Theby-lawclausescanbereplacedwithclausestoprohibitdangerous
species, andclausesrelatedtohealthandsafety.  
Educateby-lawenforcement ontheintentoftheclauses (ifthereisanintentwhichisnotjusttohavea
community ofattractive grasslawnstoshowsocialstatus)  
Encourage residents tohaveconversations withtheirneighbours ratherthanreporting toby-lawofficers.   
Encourage residents toconvertportionsofconventional lawnstodrought resistantandminimalmaintenance
yardareasthatsupportpollinators, theenvironment, andwildlife. Otherplacesintheworldhavegrantsand
rebatestomakethesechanges liketheCalifornia turfreplacement program.   

Lawnmanagement (buildingsoil, creatinghabitat, reducing fertilizer/pesticide/wateruse, attracting pollinators) isa
greatwayfortheaverageindividual tomakearealdifference inmitigating theimpactsofclimatechange.   

References / ScientificBasistonameafew:  
https://eorganic.org/node/2314
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/more-sustainable-and-beautiful-alternatives-grass-lawn
https://socalwatersmart.com/en/residential/rebates/available-rebates/turf-replacement-program/   

Thankyouforyourtimeandconsideration. Ilookforwardtoopeningadialogaboutthistobenefit thecommunity, and
assisting inanywayIcan.  

Regards & HappyHolidays,  
MinnieHuang, B.ASc, P. Eng
Chemical Engineer
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